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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PEABODY  EDUCATION 


FUND, 


AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING, 
Held  at  Philadelphia ,  Feb.  15,  1871. 


HE  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  met 


at  the  Continental  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  noon,  Feb.  15,  1871.  Present:  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts ;  Right  Rev.  C.  P. 
McIlvaine,  of  Ohio;  Hon.  J.  H.  Clifford,  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  ;  Hon.  William  M.  Evarts,  of  New  York  ; 
Charles  Macalester,  Esq.,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  George 
W.  Riggs,  Esq.,  of  Washington ;  G.  Peabody  Rus¬ 
sell,  Esq.,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Hon.  S.  Watson,  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  ;  Samuel  Wetmore,  Esq.,  of  New  York:  and 
Rev.  B.  Sears,  D.D.,  of  Virginia,  the  General  Agent  of 
the  Board. 


Prayer  having  been  offered  by  Bishop  McIlvaine, 


and  the  record  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  having  been 


read  by  the  Secretary,  the  Chairman  (Hon.  Robert  C. 
Winthrop)  addressed  the  Board  as  follows:  — 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN. 

Gentlemen  of  tiie  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pea- 
hody  Education  Fund  : 

By  a  vote  of  the  Board  previous  to  our  adjournment  at  Wash¬ 
ington  on  the  17th  of  February  last,  it  was  decided,  that,  with 
a  view  of  holding  our  Annual  Meetings  as  near  as  might  con¬ 
veniently  be  to  the  birthday  of  our  munificent  friend,  the  founder 
of  this  great  Trust,  —  whom  we  desire  ever  to  hold  in  grateful 
remembrance,  —  we  would  meet  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
February  every  year,  except  when  otherwise  ordered.  It  was 
also  voted  that  the  Annual  Meeting  for  the  present  year  be  held 
in  this  City  of  Philadelphia. 

You  may  remember,  too,  that  a  Resolution  was  adopted  ex¬ 
pressing  the  expediency  of  holding  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Trustees  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  during  the  fourth  week  of 
October  last;  and  adding,  according  to  the  record,  “that  the 
same  be  notified  by  the  Chairman  or  Secretary,  unless  other¬ 
wise  determined  in  the  mean  time.”  The  language  of  this  reso¬ 
lution,  though  somewhat  equivocal,  was  well  understood  and 
explained  by  those  who  advocated  and  adopted  it,  as  designed 
to  leave  a  discretion  to  the  Chairman,  after  due  consultation,  by 
correspondence  or  otherwise,  with  the  members  of  the  Board, 
—  as  the  time  should  approach,  —  to  notify  the  meeting,  or  to 
abandon  it,  as  circumstances  should  dictate.  Such  consultation 
was  held  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  ;  and  it  was  found 
that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  several  of  our  number  in  Europe, 
and  to  the  engagements  or  ill-health  of  others,  and  owing,  too, 
to  the  extreme  heat  of  the  season,  and  the  anticipation  of  a 
more  than  usual  prevalence  of  autumn  fever  in  the  South- 
Western  States,  there  was  a  general  disposition  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  should  be  abandoned.  Indeed,  there  was  more  than  a 
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probability  that,  if  it  were  notified,  we  should  find  ourselves  at 
Memphis  without  a  quorum  for  business.  I  could  not  hesitate, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  withhold  the  notifications. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  kindest  communications 
were  received  from  the  Municipal  authorities  and  Board  of 
Education  of  Memphis,  tendering  us  the  hospitalities  of  the 
city,  to  which,  in  your  behalf,  I  returned  a  grateful  acknowl¬ 
edgment. 

We  are  assembled  here,  then,  to-day,  after  an  interval  of  a 
full  year,  to  receive  the  Annual  Report  of  our  General  Agent, 
to  examine  our  Treasurer’s  accounts,  to  make  the  needful 
appropriations  for  the  year  to  come,  and  to  attend  to  such  other 
business  as  may  be  submitted  for  our  consideration.  Before 
proceeding,  however,  to  business  of  any  kind,  it  is  fit  that  I 
should  announce  to  you  two  vacancies  in  our  Board  :  one  of 
them  resulting  from  illness  and  absence  from  the  country,  and 
contingent  upon  your  acceptance  of  the  resignation  which  I 
shall  presently  read  ;  the  other,  final,  absolute,  resulting  from 
a  well-remembered  and  deeply  lamented  death. 

The  following  letter  from  Edward  A.  Bradford,  Esq.,  of  New 
Orleans,  one  of  our  original  number,  was  received  by  me  about 
the  middle  of  last  June.  It  is  due  to  him  that  it  should  be 
entered  in  full  upon  our  records,  and  I  incorporate  it  into  these 
introductory  remarks  with  that  view  :  — 

Villa  Desiree,  Pau,  May  28,  1870. 

My  dear  Mr.  Winthrop, —  I  fear  I  owe  an  apology,  not  for  the 
present  communication,  but  for  deferring  it  so  long.  I  left  New  York 
in  October  last,  under  medical  advice,  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  south 
of  France.  I  was  encouraged  to  hope  that  I  should  be  able  to  return 
in  the  spring  in  improved  health.  But  the  winter  was  exceptionally 
severe,  and  left  me  so  much  reduced,  that  the  spring,  instead  of  bring¬ 
ing  a  renewal  of  strength,  has  brought  only  greater  weakness  and 
exhaustion,  so  that  I  am  almost  forbidden  to  hope  for  any  future  im¬ 
provement. 
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Under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund,  to  place  myself  at  your  dis¬ 
posal.  I  have  been  prevented  by  various  causes  from  taking  that  part 
in  the  administration  of  this  important  Trust,  which  1  hoped  to  take  in 
the  future,  and  which  seemed  especially  incumbent  on  those  of  the 
Trustees  who  belonged  to  that  section  of  the  country  which  the  Trust 
was  created  to  benefit.  I  knowhow  difficult  it  is  to  administer  even  so 
considerable  a  fund,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  work  out  any  apparent  or 
recognized  results  in  so  vast  a  held  ;  and  I  was  the  more  anxious,  on 
that  account,  to  take  my  share  of  the  duty  and  of  the  responsibility.  I 
have  therefore  deferred  this  communication  as  long  as  possible,  and  I 
send  it  with  regret,  even  now.  But  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  obstruct 
a  cause  that  I  cannot  serve.  I  do  not  remember  whether  the  number 
of  Trustees  is  limited  or  not,  but  in  any  case  it  may  be  desirable  that 
my  place  should  be  filled  bv  one  who  has  the  power  (as  well  as  the 
will)  to  be  actively  useful.  You  may  therefore,  if  you  please,  receive 
this  as  my  resignation,  or  I  will  send  my  resignation  in  any  other  form 
that  you  may  suggest. 

Allow  me  to  add,  that  I  earnestly  hope  you  may  be  able  so  to  ad¬ 
minister  this  Trust  as  to  make  it  productive  of  all  the  good  results  that 
Mr.  Peabody  intended  from  it.  Its  creation  was  well-timed,  and  was 
the  expression  of  a  patriotism  so  comprehensive,  and  a  munificence  so 
surpassing,  as  to  overpower  all  prejudice  and  silence  all  cavil.  It  has 
already,  I  think,  had  a  good  effect ;  and  I  trust  that,  by  its  silent  but 
constant  operation,  it  may  continue  to  exert  an  increasing  and  expand¬ 
ing  influence,  in  reviving  and  restoring,  through  all  sections  of  our 
common  country,  that  fraternal  feeling,  which  in  the  beginning  made 
the  Union  possible,  and  which  alone  can  finally  preserve  it,  or  make  it 
worth  preserving. 

I  am  with  great  respect  and  regard, 

Yours  truly,  E.  A.  Bradford. 


I  lost  no  time  in  replying  to  this  letter,  informing  Mr.  Brad¬ 
ford  that  the  question  would  remain  open  until  this  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Board,  and  expressing  an  earnest  hope  that  his 
health  might,  in  the  mean  time,  be  sufficiently  restored  to  war¬ 
rant  the  withdrawal  of  his  resignation.  A  private  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  him,  within  a  few  months  past,  indicates  no  change 
in  his  decision  ;  and  it  is  for  you,  therefore,  to  act  upon  his 
resignation  as  you  may  see  fit. 
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The  death  of  our  honored  and  beloved  associate,  Admiral 
Farragut,  occurred  on  the  14th  of  August  last;  and  this 
Board  was  represented  at  his  funeral  at  Portsmouth,  a  few 
days  afterwards,  by  Governor  Clifford  and  myself.  Many 
more  of  us,  including  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
were  present  at  the  grand  obsequies  attending  his  final  inter¬ 
ment,  in  New  York,  on  the  29th  of  September. 

It  would  be  quite  out  of  place,  on  this  occasion,  for  me  to 
dwell  on  the  heroic  acts  which  signalized  the  career  of  our 
lamented  friend,  and  which  had  won  for  him,  from  so  many 
sources,  the  title  of  “  the  Nelson  of  our  Navy.”  As  Trustees, 
we  have  only  known  him  after  all  his  conflicts  were  past,  all 
his  victories  achieved  ;  and  while,  on  the  restoration  of  union 
and  peace,  at  which  no  one  rejoiced  more  than  himself,  he  was 
enjoying  the  honor  and  renown  which  ever  await  a  gallant  and 
successful  discharge  of  duty.  He  was  with  us  at  the  first 
organization  of  our  work  in  the  City  of  New  York,  four  years 
ago,  and  entered  heartily  into  the  plans  of  our  Board  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  noble  trust  with  which  Mr.  Peabody  had  honored 
us.  Absent  from  the  country  for  a  year,  during  that  memo¬ 
rable  cruise  of  the  “Franklin,”  he  did  not  forget  in  foreign 
lands,  and  while  he  was  the  almost  daily  recipient  of  the  most 
flattering  attentions  from  the  highest  functionaries  of  Europe, 
the  cause  in  which  we  were  engaged.  I  remember  well  the 
eagerness  with  which  he  examined  the  first  Report  of  our 
General  Agent  when  I  communicated  it  to  him  in  Rome,  just 
before  he  was  summoned  to  a  private  audience  by  the  Pope  ; 
and  how  deeply  interested  he  was  in  every  evidence  of  our  suc¬ 
cessful  progress.  He  was  with  us  on  his  return,  and  would 
not  allow  his  enfeebled  health  to  interfere  with  a  punctual 
attendance  at  our  meetings. 

Nor  was  he  willing  to  plead  his  growing  infirmities  as  an 
exemption  from  the  honorable  service  which  was  soon  after¬ 
wards  assigned  him,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
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the  death  of  Mr.  Peabody.  Many  of  us  were  witnesses  to  the 
zeal  which  he  exhibited,  and  the  exposures  which  he  encoun¬ 
tered,  while  in  command  of  the  fleet  designated  for  the 
reception  of  the  remains  of  our  venerated  founder,  when 
they  arrived  on  our  shores  in  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  ship 
“  Monarch.”  As  we  saw  him  standing  on  the  Portland  pier  on 
that  wintry  day,  baring  his  head  to  the  storm  as  those  remains 
were  landed,  we  had  sad  forebodings  that  we  were  witnessing 
what  might  prove  to  be  his  last  official  service.  And  so  it 
was.  Returning  to  his  home  in  New  York  after  the  ceremonies 
at  Portland  were  completed,  he  found  himself  sufficiently 
refreshed  by  a  week’s  rest  to  proceed  with  us  to  Washington 
to  attend  our  last  Annual  Meeting ;  but  we  left  him  there,  on 
our  adjournment,  confined  to  his  bed,  and  with  little  hope  that 
he  would  ever  be  well  enough  to  meet  with  us  again.  Early 
in  the  summer  he  sought  refuge  from  the  noise  and  heat  of 
New  York,  whither  he  had  returned  in  the  spring,  and  passed 
a  few  weeks  of  comparative  comfort  and  repose  at  the  Ports¬ 
mouth  Navy  Yard,  where  he  died. 

I  need  not  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  exalted  place  which 
the  grand  old  Admiral  had  attained  in  the  estimation  and 
admiration  of  his  country.  The  tributes  which  have  already 
been  paid  to  his  memory  are  enough  to  perpetuate  his  fame, 
and  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  hold  he  had  acquired  on  the 
hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens.  But  you  would  hardly  pardon  me 
if  I  did  not  give  expression  to  the  feelings  of  respect  and 
affection  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  his  associates  in  this 
Board,  and  to  the  deep  sense  of  personal  loss  which  we  ex¬ 
perience  in  meeting  for  the  first  time  without  him.  There 
was  an  unspeakable  charm  in  the  directness  and  simplicity 
of  his  character.  One  might  almost  have  applied  to  him 
the  words  of  the  great  Dramatist :  — 

“  He  was  as  true  as  truth’s  simplicity, 

And  simpler  than  the  infancy  of  truth.” 
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We  were,  indeed,  often  in  danger  of  forgetting  the  unsur¬ 
passed,  and  almost  unmatched,  daring  and  heroism  of  the 
sailor,  in  the  mild,  modest,  affectionate  intercourse  of  the  com¬ 
panion  and  friend.  The  one  idea  of  his  life  seemed  to  be  the 
faithful  discharge  of  duty,  —  duty  to  his  country,  duty  to  his  fel¬ 
low-men,  duty  to  his  God.  Wherever  duty  called  him,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  own  conscientious  convictions,  there  he  was  to  be 
found,  firm  and  fearless.  The  consolations  of  religion  were 
not  wanting:  for  his  hours  of  danger  and  of  decline.  He  knew 
where  to  find  “his  Pilot”  for  the  dark  flood  which  he  has 
now  crossed.  It  is  our  privilege  to  remember  him  not  only  as 
a  gallant  officer  and  a  cherished  friend,  but  as  a  Christian 
Hero. 

I  will  only  add,  that  in  Mr.  Peabody’s  original  Letter  of 
Trust,  which  was  ynade  part  of  our  Act  of  Incorporation  by 
the  State  of  New  York,  it  is  prescribed,  that  “  all  vacancies 
occurring  in  our  number,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  filled  by  election  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 
and  having  in  view  an  equality  of  representation  so  far  as 
regards  the  Northern  and  Southern  States.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macalester,  it  was 

Ordered ,  That  the  Address  of  the  Chairman  be  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  Records  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Governor  Clifford,  seconded  by  Bishop 
McIlvaine,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  prepare  Resolutions  expressing  the  feeling  of 
the  Board  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Admiral  Far- 

RAGUT. 
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Governor  Clifford,  Bishop  McIlvaine,  and  Mr. 
Riggs  were  thus  appointed,  and  reported  the  following 

RESOLUTIONS : 

Resolved ,  That  the  decease  of  our  beloved  and  honored 
associate,  Admiral  David  Glasgow  Farragut,  since  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board,  has  deprived  us  of  the  co-operation 
in  our  work  of  one  of  our  most  highly  esteemed  and  efficient 
members;  of  one,  the  wisdom  of  whose  selection  by  Mr. 
Peabody  himself,  was  more  than  justified  by  the  earnestness 
and  fidelity  with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  carrying  out  the 
purposes  which  the  founder  of  the  Trust  had  in  view  in  its 
creation  ;  of  one  who  exemplified,  in  his  scrupulous  attendance 
upon  our  meetings,  the  self-sacrificing  rule  of  conduct  which 
governed  him  in  all  the  relations  of  life, — of  never  permitting 
any  thing,  not  even  the  admonitions  of  failing  health,  to  deter 
him  from  the  discharge  of  any  duty  ;  and  who,  in  his  presence 
at  them,  always  gave  us  with  manly  frankness  the  benefit  of 
his  intelligent  and  well-considered  convictions  upon  all  im¬ 
portant  questions  submitted  to  our  decision,  and  by  his  sincere 
and  sagacious  counsel  contributed  in  so  large  a  measure  to 
the  unanimity  which  has  characterized  the  results  of  our 
deliberations ;  of  one  whose  modest  and  simple  manners  and 
amiable  and  affectionate  nature  so  endeared  him  to  his  friends 
as  to  make  them  almost  forget  the  greatness  of  his  character, 
—  greater  even  than  his  most  brilliant  achievements,  which 
have  added  fresh  lustre  to  the  renown  of  the  American  Navy, 
and  which  required  no  mere  official  recognition  or  appreciation 
to  place  his  name  in  the  first  rank  of  the  naval  heroes  of  the 
world,  and  to  insure  to  his  memory  an  undying  hold  upon  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

Resolved ,  That  these  Resolutions  be  entered  upon  the 
records  of  the  Board,  as  an  expression  of  our  deep  sense  of 
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the  loss  we  have  sustained,  both  in  our  personal  and  official 
relations  to  our  lamented  friend  and  associate,  and  that  the 
Chairman  be  requested  to  communicate  a  copy  to  Mrs. 
Farragut,  with  an  assurance  of  our  sincere  sympathy  with 
his  family  in  their  great  bereavement. 

The  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Letters  were  received  from  President  Grant,  Secretary 
Fish,  Governor  Graham,  Governor  Aiken,  and  Mr.  Eaton, 

* 

regretting  that  they  were  unable  to  be  present,  and  ex¬ 
pressing  their  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  Admiral  Farragut. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Bradford  was  accepted  and 
his  letter  was  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Mr. 
Evarts,  Mr.  Riggs,  and  Mr.  Watson,  who  reported 
the  following 


RESOLUTIONS  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Board  have  received  with  great  regret 
the  announcement  of  Hon.  E.  A.  Bradford  that  the  condition 
of  his  health  requires  him  to  forego  the  hope  of  the  longer 
performance  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  com¬ 
pels  him  to  resign  his  place  in  the  administration  of  the  chari¬ 
table  Trust  confided  to  us. 

Resolved ,  That,  in  accepting  Mr.  Bradford’s  resignation,  we 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  intelligent  interest  and  aid  which, 
under  all  the  disadvantages  of  remote  residence  and  impaired 
health,  he  has  contributed  to  the  execution  of  the  Trust,  as  an 
associate  in  which  he  was  named  by  its  generous  and  sagacious 
Founder. 

Resolved ,  That  we  earnestly  hope  that  Mr.  Bradford’s  health 
may  be  restored,  and  that  he  may  live  to  co-operate,  by  his 
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influence  and  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  Southern  education, 
with  the  future  operations  of  the  Board. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  communicate 
a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  Mr.  Bradford. 

The  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macalester,  it  was 
Ordered ,  That  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board 
be  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  1872. 

The  General  Agent  presented  and  read  his  Report,  as 
follows  :  — 

•  FIFTH  REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  AGENT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund: 

Gentlemen,  —  Four  years  have  elapsed  since  you  entered 
upon  the  great  work  committed  to  your  trust.  The  first  was 
mostly  spent  in  originating  and  maturing  a  plan  of  operation  ; 
the  second  and  third,  in  an  attempt  to  introduce  it  among  the 
people  of  several  Southern  States,  at  a  time  when  the  civil 
government  was  in  an  anomalous  condition  ;  the  fourth,  with 
which  we  are  now  more  particularly  concerned,  in  bringing  it 
into  harmony  with  the  new  but  more  normal  condition  which 
all  the  States  have  at  length  assumed.  There  has  not  yet 
been,  and  there  may  not  ever  be,  a  year  requiring  more  nicety 
and  delicacy  than  this  last  in  adjusting  our  action  to  that  of  all 
these  States.  To  say  nothing  of  the  agitation  of  the  public 
mind  on  questions  of  surpassing  interest  to  the  people,  which 
has  characterized  the  year,  and  diverted  men’s  attention  from 
the  subject  of  education,  actual  changes  have  taken  place  in 
almost  every  State,  which  could  not  do  otherwise  than  affect  the 
condition  of  the  schools.  Three  —  namely,  Virginia,  Georgia, 
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and  Texas  —  have  undertaken  to  introduce  a  uniform  system  of 
public  instruction;  and  all  but  the  last  have  completed  their 
work.  Three  or  four  others  have  passed  through  important 
changes,  which,  while  they  will  hardly  endanger  the  essential 
features  of  their  common  school  laws,  may  lead  to  some  modi¬ 
fication  of  them.  One  or  two  are  endeavoring  to  enforce  the 
law  favoring  mixed  schools.  One  has  abolished  the  act  estab- 
fishing  the  State  system  of  schools,  and  substituted  a  County 
system.  Only  three  of  the  States  receiving  assistance  from  us 
remain  unchanged.  When  it  is  remembered  that  it  has  been 
our  plan  from  the  beginning  to  act  in  concert  with  the  State 
authorities,  wherever  it  is  possible,  it  will  readily  be  seen  in 
what  delicate  circumstances  we  are  placed,  and  what  wisdom 
and  prudence  are  necessary  for  the  successful  performance  of 
our  duties.  And  yet  it  may  justly  be  affirmed  that  our  work 
has  not  been  impeded.  On  the  contrary,  —  to  the  credit  of 
the  people  be  it  said,  —  more  has  been  accomplished  in  this 
than  in  any  previous  year.  Nothing  can  be  more  grateful  than 
such  evidence  of  the  progress  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  education,  and  of  a  just  appreciation  of  our  aims  by  those 
whom  we  seek  to  benefit.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion 
there  may  be  on  other  points,  there  is  a  general  agreement  on 
this,  that  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  a  State  depend  largely 
upon  the  means  of  instruction  enjoyed  by  the  people.  Con¬ 
flicting  views  may  be  entertained  in  respect  to  the  expediency 
of  a  particular  system  of  public  schools  ;  but  none  are  found  to 
exist,  in  any  respectable  body  of  men,  in  regard  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  some  effective  system.  The  embarrassments,  therefore, 
under  which  we  labor,  arise  not  so  much  from  opposition  to 
our  plans,  or  indifference  to  them,  as  from  delays  caused  by 
the  uncertaintv  of  future  legislative  action.  So  long  as  the 
policy  of  a  State  is  unsettled,  it  is  impossible  that  sufficient 
funds  should  be  raised,  or  proper  measures  matured,  for  the 
support  of  schools.  Even  after  a  well-considered  school  law 
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is  passed,  it  usually  requires  from  six  months  to  a  year  for 
preliminary  arrangements,  and  a  much  longer  time  for  a 
complete  and  uniform  organization  of  schools  throughout  the 
State. 

The  rules  by  which  I  have  been  governed,  the  last  year, 
were  laid  down  in  a  printed  circular  and  card  ;  the  former  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  the  latter  for  the  use  of  those 
wlu>  acted  as  agents.  From  the  circular,  the  following  para¬ 
graph  may  be  here  presented  :  — 

k‘  It  being  impossible  for  the  Trustees,  with  the  means  at 
their  command,  to  assist  all  classes  of  Schools,  they  have,  after 
mature  deliberation,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Donor, 
determined,  for  the  present,  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the  Fund 
to  Public  Free  Schools ,  believing  that  in  this  way  the  most 
needy  portions  of  the  whole  population  can  best  be  reached. 
The  entire  cost  of  maintaining  Schools  is  in  no  case  met  by 
the  Board  ;  a  small  part  only  of  the  current  expenses  (rarely 
more  than  one-fourth)  is  contributed,  by  way  of  encouragement 
and  aid,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  proper  School  Officers. 
The  plan  of  the  Board  is  to  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  a 
limited  number  of  the  larger  towns,  selecting  those  which  will, 
by  their  example,  exert  the  widest  influence  upon  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  The  maximum  given  to  any  city  is  $2,000 ; 
the  minimum  is  about  $300,  the  number  of  white  pupils  which 
receive  aid  in  any  one  locality  being  not  less  than  one  hundred. 
The  amount  of  aid  given  to  any  city  or  town  will  be  determined 
partly  by  the  number  of  children  to  be  provided  for,  and  partly 
by  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  or  contribution  by  the 
people  themselves.” 

The  card,  as  will  be  seen,  contained  more  specific  instruc¬ 
tions  :  — 


For  well-regulated  Public  Free  Schools, 


continued  about  ten  months  of  the  year,  and  having  a  regular 
attendance  of  not  less  than  ioo  pupils,  averaging  85,  we  pay  .  .  . 
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The  people  are  to  pay  for  current  expenses  at  least  twice, 
and  usually  three  times  as  much  as  they  receive  from  the 
Fund;  to  grade  their  schools,  and  to  furnish  a  teacher  for 
every  fifty  pupils.  At  present,  we  pay  for  colored  schools 
two-thirds  of  the  rates  above  named. 

The  applications  for  assistance,  made  in  conformity  with 
these  regulations  during  the  year,  have  corresponded  almost 
exactly  with  the  amount  of  money  at  our  disposal.  The  only 
result  of  a  questionable  character  is  the  disproportionate  mul¬ 
tiplication,  in  some  States,  of  small  schools,  barely  reaching 
our  minimum  number  of  pupils.  A  little  more  stringency  in 
our  rules,  from  year  to  year,  may  become  necessary.  This 
may  be  demanded,  not  only  on  account  of  the  natural  growth 
of  the  common  school  system,  and  of  the  number  of  schools  in 
each  State,  but  because  an  increased  use  of  our  Fund  in  aid  of 
small  schools  would  tend  to  lower  the  standard  of  popular 
education.  In  the  larger  towns  there  is  generally  more  enter¬ 
prise  and  ambition  to  carry  their  schools  to  a  high  degree  of 
perfection.  They  also  pay  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the 
expense,  and  soon  assume  the  whole.  By  coming  in  a  timely 
manner  to  their  assistance,  we  may  be  the  means  of  planting 
institutions  that  will  be  permanent,  and  continue  to  grow  after 
we  have  withdrawn  our  fostering  care.  In  the  smaller  towns 
school  committees  are  more  liable  to  yield  to  considerations  of 
extreme  economy  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  quality  of  the  instruc¬ 
tion  given.  The  effect,  moreover,  of  their  depending  on  foreign 
aid  for  meeting  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  expense  incurred, 
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will,  in  many  instances,  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  the 
contrary,  be  to  leave  them  at  last  in  a  feeble  and  helpless  con¬ 
dition.  Most  of  all,  the  ever-growing  demand  for  assistance 
in  this  direction,  from  thousands  of  new  districts  springing  into 
life,  will  render  it  necessary  to  restrict  ourselves  within  narrow 
limits. 

The  progress  made  in  school  legislation,  and  the  order 
introduced  in  managing  the  educational  interests  of  the  States 
by  means  of  a  larger  supply  of  public  school  officers,  are  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  corresponding  change  in  the  nature  of  my  duties. 
What  I  was  at  first  obliged  to  do  myself,  in  visiting  towns  and 
making  personal  examination  of  the  condition  and  wants  of 
the  schools,  is  coming  to  be  effected  more  and  more  every 
year,  and  in  a  better  and  safer  manner,  by  the  men  whom  the 
people  have  charged  with  this  duty.  To  superintend  the  work 
of  others,  whose  valuable  services  are  freely  placed  at  our  dis¬ 
posal  ;  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  all  the  parties  inter¬ 
ested  in  any  manner  in  the  Fund;  to  negotiate  separately, 
either  directly  or  through  others,  with  every  school  assisted  by 
us ;  to  obtain  from  official  sources  the  necessarv  evidence  that 
all  the  conditions  made  and  accepted  have  been  faithfully  ful¬ 
filled  ;  to  make  payments  accordingly,  and  to  keep  accounts  of 
all  the  moneys  received  and  disbursed  ;  to  prepare  all  neces¬ 
sary  papers  and  documents,  —  these  and  similar  duties  have, 
during  the  past  year,  made  unusually  large  demands  upon  my 
time. 

From  this  general  view,  we  pass  to  a  more  particular  account 
of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  each  State. 


VIRGINIA. 

V 

Since  our  last  meeting,  this  State  has,  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution,  enacted  a  School  Law,  filled 
all  the  offices  provided  for,  and  commenced  with  great  vigor 
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the  organization  of  the  schools.  The  law  requires  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  uniform  system  of  Public  Free  Schools,  to  be 
administered  under  a  Board  of  Education  by  a  State  Superin¬ 
tendent,  County  Superintendents,  and  District  Trustees.  The 
Board  of  Education,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  the  Super¬ 
intendent,  and  the  Attorney-General,  is  to  appoint  County 
Superintendents,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Senate,  and 
to  make  all  the  rules  and  regulations  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  the  law. 

The  State  Superintendent  is  to  be  elected  for  four  years,  by 
the  General  Assembly.  It  is  his  duty,  as  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cer,  to  have  the  general  oversight  of  the  schools,  to  give  the 
County  Superintendents  their  instructions,  to  interpret  the  law 
and  to  see  that  it  is  executed,  and  to  attend  to  all  the  details 
usually  connected  with  this  office.  The  County  Superintend¬ 
ents  are  merely  assistants  of  the  State  Superintendent,  with 
certain  specific  duties  assigned  them  by  law.  The  District 
Trustees  are  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  It  is  their  duty  to  call  District  Meetings  for 
levying  taxes,  to  employ  teachers  who  have  been  approved  by 
the  County  Superintendent,  to  exercise  a  supervision  over  the 
schools,  to  take  the  census  of  children  required  by  law,  and  to 
report  annually  to  the  County  Superintendent. 

The  law  provides  for  a  School  Fund  ;  and,  besides  this,  for 
a  School  Tax  of  not  less  than  one  mill,  nor  over  five  mills,  on 
the  dollar ;  for  a  County  Tax  which  must  equal  the  apportion¬ 
ment  received  from  the  State,  and  a  District  Tax  for  school- 
houses,  furniture,  and  apparatus. 

There  is  a  provisional  act  which  allows  the  Superintendent 
and  the  Board  of  Education  a  limited  period  for  the  gradual 
introduction  of  this  system.  The  first  steps  have  already  been 
taken.  A  vigorous  effort  is  made  to  establish,  at  the  outset, 
one  good  school  in  each  county,  and  as  many  others,  in  the 
larger  districts,  as  the  funds  will  allow. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Constitution  requires  that  the 
whole  State  be  districted,  and  that  a  uniform  system  of  schools 
be  maintained,  which  is  interpreted  as  meaning  that  the  large 
cities  shall  be  divided  into  independent  districts,  to  be  under 
the  charge  of  Trustees  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  This  law  takes  from  the  cities  the  power  to  establish 
and  support  their  own  schools.  Indeed  the  city  governments, 
as  such,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  schools.  It  is  easy  to  see 
that  the  State  funds  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  annual  schools,  and  that  the  cities  will  not  contribute  money 
which  is  to  pass  out  of  their  own  hands.  According  to  this 
law,  there  can  be  nothing  but  disconnected  Primary  Schools, 
and  these  for  only  part  of  a  year,  unless  there  be  some  com¬ 
promise  between  the  State  and  city  authorities.  It  is  believed 
that  this  evil  will  soon  be  remedied  by  a  special  law. 

Assistance  has  been  rendered  to  twelve  cities  and  towns  in 
Virginia,  besides  what  has  been  appropriated  for  Teachers’ 
Institutes  and  the  Journal  of  Education. 

Rich?nond.  —  The  Mayor  recently  informed  me  that  the  city 
is  now  educating  3,200  children,  and  has  accommodations  for 
about  400  more  ;  that  it  is  supporting  39  white,  and  33  colored 
schools ;  and  that  it  has  appropriated  $42,600  for  their  main¬ 
tenance.  We  contribute  $2,000  in  addition  to  that  amount. 

To  the  Normal  School  we  have  continued  the  sum  given 
last  year,  which  is  $1,000.  The  Secretary,  in  a  letter  just 
received,  says :  “  Our  school  is  crowded  with  a  long  list  of 
pupils  waiting  for  admission,  whenever  there  shall  be  room. 
I  am  sure  that  the  influence  of  the  school  was  never  greater. 
Reports  come  almost  daily  of  something,  either  of  manner  or 
of  matter,  being  adopted  from  it  into  other  schools.” 

Petersburg.  —  According  to  the  last  printed  Report  there 
were  during  the  past  year  4  schools  for  white  children,  under 
13  teachers;  and  5  for  colored,  with  12  teachers.  The  number 
of  pupils  enrolled  was  2,661,  of  whom  three-fifths  were  colored. 
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The  average  number  was  1,317.  The  total  cost  of  the  schools 
was  $17,546.  The  City  Superintendent  wrote  me  in  January  : 
“  Our  Public  Schools  are  doing  a  good  work,  and  the  number 
of  scholars  is  constantly  increasing.  We  have  just  completed 
a  new  school  building,  with  four  large  rooms,  for  colored, 
pupils.  The  Common  Council  pays  for  it,  which,  with  the 
cost  of  teachers,  fuel,  books,  &c.,  will  cost  upwards  of  $20,000 
for  this  year.  We  have  received  nothing  this  year  to  aid  us 
from  any  source  ;  but  hope  to  obtain  our  fro  rata  of  the  tax 
assessed  by  the  State  for  public  education,  when  the  law  is  so 
amended  as  to  permit  its  coming  to  cities.  It  was  by  your  aid, 
in  1868,  that  our  system  of  Public  Schools  was  started,  and 
they  have  proved  to  be  a  most  wonderful  success.”  The 
amount  contributed  by  us  is  $2,000. 

Portsmouth  complied  with  our  terms,  raising  $3,000  for  the 
support  of  its  Free  Schools;  and  we,  according  to  agreement, 
have  paid  the  sum  of  $1,000. 

Lynchburg  has  a  population  of  12,020,  and  3,000  children 
of  school  age.  It  is  proposed  to  contribute  from  the  Peabody 
Fund  $2,000,  if  the  city  succeeds  in  carrying  out  the  plan  of 
erecting  four  school-houses,  costing,  in  the  aggregate,  about 
$60,000,  providing  accommodation  for  1,200  or  1,300  children, 
and  making  additional  arrangements  if  the  attendance  be  such 
as  to  demand  them. 

Alexandria  opens  its  new  Public  Schools  under  favorable 
auspices.  It  is  carrying  on  4  schools  for  about  400  white 
children,  under  8  teachers ;  and,  for  colored  children,  two 
large  graded  schools,  one  for  each  sex,  with  6  teachers  and 
328  pupils.  The  expense  of  the  schools  will  exceed  $9,000. 
Of  this  sum,  $1,000  is  paid  from  our  Fund. 

Staunton  has  just  established  Public  Free  Schools  for  the 
first  time.  The  City  Council  appropriated  $6,000,  provided 
modern  school  furniture  for  the  school-rooms,  and  employed 
skilful  and  experienced  teachers  for  the  instruction  of  more 
than  300  children.  Our  contribution  is  $1,000. 
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Bificastlc. —  The  two  townships  bordering  on  this  place 
have,  by  joint  effort,  established  here  a  Public  Free  School  of 
a  high  character,  employing  4  teachers  for  a  little  over  100 
pupils.  They  have  received  from  us  the  promise  of  aid  to  the 
amount  of  $300. 

Lexington.  —  The  County  Superintendent  wrote  me  in  Jan¬ 
uary  :  “  I  have  been  informed  that  you  are  prepared  to  extend 
aid  from  the  Peabody  Fund  to  i  graded  schools,*  numbering 
not  less  than  100  pupils.  The  Trustees  of  the  Lexington  Dis¬ 
trict  have  already  taken  steps  to  organize  two  such  schools 
here,  embracing  at  least  three  grades  of  elementary  instruc¬ 
tion.  The  school  will  be  opened  during  the  present  month 
with  more  than  100  pupils.”  I  replied  that  $300  would  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 

Manassas  is  renewing  its  efforts  with  increased  energy  to 
maintain  its  Free  School,  and  has  the  promise  of  continued 
aid  to  the  amount  of  $300  for  the  present  year. 

To  the  Hampton  Normal  and  Agricultural  School  the  sum 
of  $800  is  given  for  the  training  of  16  Normal  pupils,  who  are 
in  the  last  year  of  their  course.  These  are  carefully  selected 
from  the  whole  number  of  pupils. 

The  Principal  of  the  Hollins  Institute ,  after  reporting  the 
names  of  the  Normal  pupils  receiving  aid  from  us,  adds : 
“  The  young  ladies  sent  out  as  teachers  are  most  exemplary 
characters,  and  several  of  them  possess  the  highest  culture  this 
school  can  give.  I  am  sure  your  Trustees  would  unanimously 
approve  of  the  appropriation  made  if  they  could  see  these 
persons  now  at  their  work,  teaching  in  different  parts  of  the 
State.”  The  amount  given  is  $500,  on  the  same  conditions  as 
before  ;  and*  as  at  other  Normal  Schools,  namely,  to  assist  10 
or  more  pupils  selected  from  the  whole  number. 

To  Dr.  Broaddus ,  who  has  placed  30  orphan  children  in 
school  to  train  them  for  teaching,  we  have  paid  $300.  His 
benevolent  labors  will  now  cease,  and  all  such  pupils  will 
henceforth  attend  the  Public  Schools. 
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To  the  State  Superintendent  $600  have  been  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  six  Teachers’  Institutes  during  the 
year;  also  $200  towards  paying  the  expenses  of  the  “Journal 
Qf  Education.” 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

In  this  State,  the  Public  School  system  has  struggled  through 
the  first  year  of  its  trial  with  as  much  success  as  could  be 
expected  in  such  times  of  party  strife.  It  has  met  with  some 
opposition,  and  more  coldness.  The  taxes  have  been  imper¬ 
fectly  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury ;  and  the  counties 
and  townships  have  been  negligent  in  making  the  returns 
required  by  law.  The  consequence  is  that  the  schools  have 
not  been  well  supported,  and  that  the  statistics  are  not  com¬ 
plete.  It  appears  from  the  Superintendent’s  Report  that  there 
are  342,168  children  of  the  legal  school  age  in  the  State,  of 
whom  about  two-thirds  are  white,  and  one-third  colored  ;  and 
that  the  public  money  available  for  their  education  the  present 
year  will  be  only  about  $200,000.  The  whole  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  attending  the  Public  Schools  in  1870  was  about  50,000 ; 
and  the  number  of  such  schools  was  about  1,400.  Next  to  the 
lack  of  adequate  funds  and  of  a  general  interest  in  the  Public 
Schools,  is  the  want  of  competent  teachers,  and,  perhaps  we 
may  add,  of  competent  School  Committees.  North  Carolina 
is  not  alone  in  suffering  from  these  deficiencies.  It  might  not 
be  inexpedient  to  offer  to  the  State  some  inducement  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  Normal  School,  and  some  assistance  in  providing  for 
the  expense  of  holding  Teachers’  Institutes  in  the  several 
counties. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  the  Superintendent  has  rendered 
us  valuable  service  in  examining  the  applications  for  aid  which 
were  received  from  committees  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 
Several  perplexing  cases  were  carefully  investigated  and  ad¬ 
justed  by  him,  which,  but  for  such  assistance,  must  have  been 
passed  over  in  neglect,  or  decided  without  proper  knowledge. 
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Of  the  benefits  received  by  the  State  from  the  Fund  which 
we  represent,  he  thus  speaks  in  concluding  that  part  of  his 
Report  which  refers  to  this  subject :  “  The  foregoing  state¬ 
ments  render  it  evident  that  the  Peabody  Fund  has  been  of 
essential  service  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina  during  the 
past  year.  The  Superintendent  has  found  the  Agent  of  that 
Fund  willing  to  afford  assistance  whenever  it  was  consistent 
and  practicable  for  him  to  do  so.  It  is  proper  also  to  say  that 
the  donations  from  this  Fund  have  greatly  strengthened  the 
Free  Public  School  system  of  the  State.  To  the  Trustees  and 
Agent  of  this  Fund,  the  people  of  the  State  should  be  fervently 
grateful.” 

The  city  of  Wilmington  has,  at  length,  assumed  the  support 
and  control  of  the  Free  Schools,  which  have  hitherto  been  sus¬ 
tained  by  private  contributions.  In  reply  to  the  Mayor,  who 
had  inquired  what  assistance  we  could  render  him,  I  wrote, 
under  date  of  Jan.  2,  1871  :  “  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  if  the 
City  Government  will  adopt  the  schools  and  maintain  them  as 
Public  Free  Schools  for  the  residue  of  the  year,  paying  $1,000 
towards  their  support,  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education 
Fund  will  pay  an  equal  sum  for  the  same  purpose,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  whole  length  of  the  school  be  not  less 
than  ten  months,  and  that  the  remaining  $500  necessary  to 
make  up  the  sum  of  $2,500,  the  estimated  cost  of  carrying  on 
the  schools,  be  obtained  from  some  other  quarter.”  This 
arrangement  was  made  by  the  advice  of  the  State  Super¬ 
intendent,  and  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  all  the  parties 
concerned. 

To  the  city  of  Newber?ie ,  we  pay  the  same  amount  ($1,000) 
for  a  school  of  300  or  more  pupils.  This  is  a  continuation  of 
our  former  contribution. 

With  the  city  of  Fayetteville  an  agreement  was  made, 
through  the  State  Superintendent,  to  pay  $1,000  towards  the 
support  of  Free  Schools  during  the  year,  with  an  attendance 
of  not  less  than  550  pupils. 
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An  appropriation  of  $600  was  made  to  Washington  to  pay 
the  expense,  in  part,  of  a  white  school  of  over  100  pupils,  and 
a  colored  school  of  over  300  for  a  period  of  ten  months. 

To  the  schools  of  Hillsboro' ,  the  usual  sum  of  $500  has 
been  given,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  Governor 
Graham. 

The  other  schools  to  which  donations  have  been  made  are 
all  upon  the  same  footing ;  and  all  but  one  have  fulfilled  the 


conditions  laid  down 

in  the 

circular  and  card 

mentioned 

above.  The  pay  of  that  one 

was  reduced  one-half.  These 

schools  are  included  in 

the  following  list :  — 

Cottage  Home  .... 

Newport . 

.  .  .  $300 

Gilmer’s  Store  .... 

.  300 

Pelletiers  Mills  .  . 

...  300 

Hayesville . 

.  300 

Rown  Mountain  . 

...  300 

Jamestown . 

.  300 

Smithville  .... 

Kenansville . 

.  300 

Springfield  .... 

Mars  Hill  College  .  . 

.  300 

Thomasville  .  .  . 

...  300 

Mt.  Gilead . 

Oak  Ridge  .... 

...  150 

Grassy  Creek . 

.  300 

Charlotte  (col’d) 

•  •  •  200 

Durham’s  Creek  .  .  . 

.  300 

Amounting  in  all  to  . 

•  •  $9>35° 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  addressed  by  me  to  Mr.  J.  K. 
Jillson,  State  Superintendent,  I  received,  Jan.  14,  1871,  the 
following  statement:  — 

44  The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Education  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  1870,  will  be  ready 
for  distribution  sometime  next  week.  I  think  said  Report 
contains  the  items  referred  to  in  your  letter.  'Public  funds 
amounting  to  about  $75,000  have  been  expended  in  support 
of  schools  for  the  scholastic  year,  ending  June  24,  1870. 

44  The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  Free  or  Pub¬ 
lic  Schools  in  each  county  of  this  State  for  the  scholastic  year 
aforesaid  :  — 
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Abbeville . 30 

Anderson . 40 

Barnwell . 66 

Beaufort . 42 

Charleston . 52 

Chester  (No  Returns) 

Chesterfield . 29 

Clarendon . 19 

Colleton  (No  Returns) 

Darlington . 21 

Edgefield  (No  Returns) 

Fairfield . 24 

Georgetown . 20 

Greenville . 27 

Horry . 16 

Kershaw . 21 


Lancaster . 29 

Laurens . 14 

Lexington . 6 

Marion . 39 

Marlboro’ . 9 

Newberry  (No  Returns) 

Oconee . 15 

Orangeburg . 35 

Pickens . 11 

Richland . 29 

Spartanburg . 54 

Sumter . 21 

Union . 45 

Williamsburg . 7 

York . 48 


Whole  number  of  counties,  31. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  27  counties. 

Whole  number  of  “Free  Common  Schools”  in  the  State,  as  per 
returns,  769. 


UI  am  very  anxious  to  have  established  in  this  city  a  thor¬ 
ough  system  of  City  Schools  ;  said  schools  to  be  Free  Common 
Schools,  of  course.  Such  a  system  has  never  been  known  to 
exist  in  this,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina.  The  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  now  in  session,  will,  I  think,  enact  a 
law  making  City  School  organizations  independent  of  the 
County  School  organizations  as  to  the  management  of  local 
affairs,  and  requiring  the  officers  of  such  city  organizations  to 
report  annually  to  this  office.  I  am  endeavoring  to  prevail 
upon  the  City  Council  of  this  city  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  City  Schools,  to  be  expended  in  conjunction 
with  the  State  funds.  Allow  me  to  inquire  if  we  may  expect 
any  aid  from  the  Peabody  Fund  in  this  enterprise,  and,  if  so, 
what  will  be  the  conditions  on  which  we  can  obtain  such 
assistance.” 

To  the  above  inquiry  I  sent  the  following  reply :  “  When¬ 
ever  the  city  of  Columbia  shall  establish  Public  Free  Schools 
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sufficient  for  all  the  children  within  its  limits  for  a  period  of 
ten  months,  and  organize  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  adding  to  its  share  of  the  Public  School  money  $2,000 
from  its  own  treasury  for  current  expenses,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Peabody  Education  Fund  will  contribute  a  like  sum  for  the 
same  purpose.”  The  reason  for  requiring  so  small  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  expense  to  be  borne  by  the  city  has  been  given  in  a 
former  Report.  The  proportion  and  the  amounts  remain  the 
same  as  they  have  been  in  former  years. 

Charleston.  —  A  communication  was  lately  received  from 
the  School  Commissioners  of  this  city,  informing  me  that  the 
teachers  of  their  schools  were  in  great  distress  from  having 
received  no  salaries  for  six  months.  The  treasury  is  empty, 
and  no  money  can  be  obtained  till  after  the  passage  of  a  bill 
by  the  Legislature,  empowering  the  city  to  levy  a  special  tax. 
The  Commissioners  say :  “  The  schools  have  been  kept  open 
in  the  hope  of  procuring  aid  from  some  source,  but  as  yet 
without  success.”  In  these  circumstances  it  has  been  thought 
best  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  our  Fund  for  the  relief  of 
these  schools.  The  number  of  children  attending  them  is 
2,101  white,  and  1,742  colored.  The  number  of  teachers 
is  67. 

Greenville.  —  The  Committee  of  the  Peabody  Schools,  in 
this  place,  say  in  their  Report  of  Aug.  3,  1870  :  “In  the  several 
schools  under  our  charge,  the  names  of  370  pupils  have  been 
received  during  the  year,  the  average  attendance  being  300. 
To  instruct  these  pupils,  the  Board  has  expended  $5,261.28, 
which  amount  is  covered  by  the  donation  of  Mr.  Peabody’s 
agent,  the  subscriptions  of  our  citizens,  and  the  proceeds  of  a 
concert.  Of  the  370  pupils  on  the  present  rolls,  34  have  come 
to  Greenville  especially  to  attend  our  schools.  We  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Peabody  Fund  $2,500,  and  from  subscriptions 
$6,067.78.  With  this  fund  we  have  conducted  our  schools  for 
two  years,  teaching  200  pupils  the  first  year,  and  370  the 
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second.  The  cost  of  each  pupil,  to  our  citizens,  for  the  period 
of  two  years,  has  been  $10.64,  or  $5.32  for  each  year.”  We 
pay  $1,000  the  present  year. 

Beaufort.  —  A  letter  was  received  in  November  last  from 
W.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  of  Washington,  an  early  friend  of 
Mr.  Peabody’s,  in  which  he  says :  “A  very  strong  appeal  has 
been  made  to  me  in  behalf  of  the  school  at  Beaufort.  The 
parents  of  the  pupils  are  entirely  unable,  by  reason  of  their 
losses  during  the  war,  to  contribute  any  thing  whatever  to  the 
support  of  the  accomplished  teacher  who  has  had  charge  of 
the  school,  but  who  will  be  obliged  to  relinquish  it,  unless  they 
can  get  assistance.  The  school  has  been  sustained  heretofore 
by  an  annual  contribution  of  $300  from  the  Peabody  Fund, 
and  a  like  sum  from  a  society  in  St.  Louis ;  but  I  understand 
these  resources  have  been  withdrawn,  and  the  pupils  will  be 
left  without  the  means  of  education.  Deeply  feeling  for  their 
situation,  and  sympathizing  with  them  in  their  appeal  for  help, 
I  beg  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  attention,  and  add,  that,  if 
you  will  continue  the  advance  of  $300  for  another  year,  I  will 
add  another  $300,  and  see  that  they  are  supplied  with  books, 
which,  they  say,  will  cost  $100  more.” 

As  no  further  aid  had  been  provided  for  this  school,  and  as 
we  could  not,  with  justice  to  others  in  like  circumstances, 
assume  the  whole  expense  of  sustaining  it,  I  had  declined  the 
continuation  of  our  contribution.  But  on  receiving  the  propo¬ 
sition  above  given,  with  the  additional  consideration  that  the 
mingling  of  his  funds  in  such  a  manner  with  those  of  his 
special  friend  would  have  delighted  Mr.  Peabody,  were  he 
living,  I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  comply  with  the  re¬ 
quest. 

To  the  school  at  Mt.  Pleasant ,  which  was  suffering  under 
peculiar  embarrassments,  the  sum  of  $500  was  granted  for 
another  year. 

The  sum  of  $200,  which  had  been  given  to  the  free  Academy 
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at  Spartanburg ,  was  continued  for  a  second  year.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  say:  “Ours  is  one  of  the  best  Free  Schools  in  the  State, 
according  to  its  size ;  but  we  should  have  been  compelled  to 
suspend  it  for  a  time,  had  it  not  been  for  your  assistance.” 

The  past  year  has  not  been  favorable  for  the  prosecution  of 
our  work  in  South  Carolina.  The  new  School  Law  has  not 
been  in  operation  long  enough,  nor  have  the  School  Funds 
been  ample  enough,  to  produce  very  marked  results.  With 
the  apportionment  of  the  school  money  received  by  the  several 
districts,  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  schools  but  for  a  very 
brief  period  ;  and  the  people  are  either  unable  or  disinclined  to 
make  very  strenuous  efforts  to  prolong  the  Public  Schools,  or 
to  open  others  of  their  own.  Another  year,  it  is  hoped,  will 
offer  better  opportunities  for  contributing  something  towards 
the  education  of  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 

GEORGIA. 

Persistent  efforts  have  been  made  from  year  to  year  by  the 
State  Teachers’  Association,  a  highly  intelligent  body  of  men, 
and  other  friends  of  education,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
passage  of  a  School  Law  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  people.  The  Legislature  has  at  length  been  induced  to 
take  action  on  the  subject.  The  law  thus  passed  was  approved 
Oct.  13,  1S70.  It  provides  for  a  State  Board  of  Education, 
like  that  of  Virginia,  already  described,  except  that  it  includes 
the  Secretarv  of  State  ;  for  a  State  School  Commissioner :  for 
County  Boards  of  Education,  and  Commissioners,  and  for 
Trustees  for  the  sub-districts.  Each  county  forms  a  school 
district,  as  it  does  in  Florida  and  Mississippi.  The  following 
peculiarities  are  observed  in  this  law  :  It  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  Board  of  Education  to  determine  the  amount  which,  in 
addition  to  the  income  of  the  School  Fund,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  raise  by  general  tax  in  order  to  support  a  school  three 
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months  in  every  district  of  the  State,  and  to  report  the  esti¬ 
mate  annually  to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  Commissioner  to  give  such  instructions  as  he  may  deem 
requisite  and  proper  for  the  organization  and  government  of 
schools  to  the  local  school  officers,  who  are  required  to  act  in 
conformity  therewith,  having  the  right,  however,  of  appeal  to 
the  State  Board  of  Education. 

The  County  Boards  consist  of  one  person  to  be  elected  by  the 
people  from  each  militia  district,  one  from  each  ward  in  any 
city  of  the  county,  and  one  from  each  incorporated  town. 
These  Boards  elect  one  of  their  own  members  for  a  County 
Commissioner.  They  have  power  to  establish  such  “  Graded 
Schools”  (High  Schools)  as  they  may  think  proper  in  the 
county  ;  and  also  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  sub-districts,  whenever  the  latter  neglect  their  duties. 
The  County  Commissioners  hold  the  same  relation  to  the  sub¬ 
districts  that  the  State  Commissioner  does  to  the  counties,  and 
are  paid  $3.00  a  day,  while  in  actual  service.  The  Trustees 
are  to  have  charge  of  the  Primary  Schools  in  their  respective 

sub-districts.  In  contracting  with  teachers,  they  are  to  be 

*  « 

governed  by  the  amount  of  money  received  from  the  State. 
For  the  erection  and  repairs  of  school-houses,  they  are  required 
to  levy  such  a  local  tax  as  the  County  Board  shall  determine. 
The  white  and  colored  children  are  to  be  taught  in  separate 
schools.  In  contiguous  districts,  having  a  sparse  population, 
provision  is  made  for  “  Ambulatory  Schools,”  of  two  months’ 
duration,  in  each  district.  The  same  error  seems  to  have  been 
committed  in  respect  to  City  Schools  as  was  noticed  in  the 
Virginia  law. 

It  will  require  scarcely  less  than  a  year  to  put  this  law  in 
operation  throughout  the  State.  As  yet,  of  course,  nothing 
could  be  done  by  11s  in  conjunction  with  the  authorities  just 
coming  into  power.  We  continue,  therefore,  still  to  act  on  our 
former  plan  of  selecting  and  aiding  only  those  cities  which  can, 
with  6uch  help,  support  Free  Schools. 
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The  last  appropriation  made  to  the  city  of  Savannah  was 
for  the  year  1869-70.  I  had  good  opportunity,  in  the  month 
of  May,  to  see  what  progress  had  been  made  in  its  schools 
during  the  three  years  in  which  it  had  received  the  benefit 
of  your  Fund.  At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Association  of 
Teachers  held  there  at  that  time,  one  half-day  was  spent 
by  the  members  in  visiting  all  the  schools  of  the  city.  It 
was  the  testimony  of  the  most  intelligent  of  these  visitors, — 
themselves  teachers  by  profession,  many  of  them  in  colleges, 
—  that  they  had  learned  more  of  the  superior  excellence  of 
Public  Schools,  during  that  half-day,  than  ever  before.  Such 
perfect  classification,  such  conveniences  for  the  school-room, 
such  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching  and  government,  were,  in  their 
opinion,  hardly  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  State.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  living  and  conspicuous  example  is  of  inestimable 
value,  and  is  already  beginning  to  be  widely  felt. 

The  city  of  Coluinbus  did  not  intend  to  call  on  us  for  any 
further  assistance  ;  but,  in  March  last,  its  large  Female  Academy 
building  was  burned  nearly  to  the  ground.  A  new  building, 
in  a  more  modern  style,  was  under  contract  in  August  last,  and 
is,  no  doubt,  completed  before  this  time.  The  old  church,  in 
which  another  school  was  kept,  has  been  sold,  making  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  procure  another  building.  The  President  of  the  Board, 
at  the  close  of  a  long  letter,  says :  “  If,  in  view  of  these  facts, 
you  can,  as  Agent  of  the  Peabody  Fund,  consistently  aid  us 
with  another  appropriation,  we  shall  feel  under  greatly  in¬ 
creased  obligation.”  An  appropriation,  amounting  to  $1,500, 
was  accordingly  made.  This  city  ranks  next  to  Savannah  in 
its  schools,  and  is  doing  a  noble  work  for  the  western  part  of 
the  State,  as  the  latter  is  for  the  eastern. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  of  Augusta ,  to  which  we  con¬ 
tribute  $1,000,  I  cannot  better  describe  than  in  the  language 
of  its  Superintendent:  “As  to  our  schools,  we  have  not  been 
able,  so  far,  to  organize  a  system  which  either  you  or  I  would 
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fully  approve  ;  but  you  would  be  gratified  to  see  how  well  it 
works,  imperfect  as  it  is.  By  the  opening  of  the  next  year  we 
hope  to  put  in  operation  a  graded  system,  fully  in  accordance 
with  your  views.  This  year  is,  I  think,  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  upon  the  last.  The  teachers  work  well,  and  the  pupils 
exhibit  great  progress.” 

It  was  proposed  by  the  City  Government  of  Atlanta  last  year 
to  inaugurate  a  grand  system  of  Public  Schools.  The  new  law 
has  probably  interposed  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  that 
project.  If  it  be  so,  the  necessity  of  removing  it  will  soon  be 
perceived.  The  offer  then  made  of  assistance  from  your  Fund 
is  still  available  for  them. 

The  colored  Normal  School,  called  the  Atlanta  University, 
is  in  successful  operation.  The  number  of  Normal  pupils  has 
been  so  great  that  we  have  increased  our  appropriation  from 
$500  to  $Soo,  the  conditions  being  the  same  as  at  Fisk  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Tennessee,  and  Hampton  Institute  in  Virginia. 

Correspondence  was  also  opened  with  Milledgeville,  Macon, 
and  some  other  towns,  with  reference  to  Free  Schools  con- 
ducted  on  our  general  plan,  and  distinct  propositions  were 
made  to  them,  from  which,  however,  no  definite  response  has 
been  received. 


FLORIDA. 

1 

By  the  new  School  Law,  approved  Jan.  30,  1869,  but  not 
put  in  operation  by  establishing  schools  till  near  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  Governor  appoints,  the  Senate  approving,  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Instruction,  and  the  County  Superintendents. 
There  is  a  State  Board  of  Education  similar  to  that  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Each  county  constitutes  a  school  district,  over  which 
is  placed  a  Board  of  Instruction,  composed  of  not  more  than  . 
five  members,  who  are  recommended  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  County,  but  appointed  by  the  State  Superintendent. 
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The  population  is  too  sparse  to  admit  of  the  ordinary  district 
or  township  plan.  On  the  ist  of  May  last  26  counties  out 
of  39  were  reported  as  having  organized  their  Boards,  and 
opened  schools.  These  schools,  250  in  number,  with  an 
attendance  of  7,500  pupils,  were  to  be  supported  partly  by 
the  State  tax,  and  partly  by  the  county  tax.  The  former, 
which  was  hardly  sufficient  to  maintain  schools  for  two  or 
three  months,  was  greatly  reduced  at  a  Special  Session  of  the 
Legislature,  held  after  the  schools  had  commenced ;  and  the 
latter,  always  variable  and  uncertain,  was,  in  most  instances, 
too  inconsiderable  to  furnish  any  sufficient  relief.  In  many 
towns,  however,  the  schools  were  kept  up  by  means  of  private 
enterprise  and  liberality.  This  was  the  more  necessary  from 
the  fact  that  Private  Schools  had  very  generally  been  merged 
in  Free  Schools. 

Contributions  from  the  Peabody  Fund  have  been  made  to 
the  following  towns  :  — 

Tallahassee.  —  The  West  Florida  Seminary,  at  this  place, 
was  converted  into  a  Public  School  last  year,  and  made  free  to 
all.  Our  donation  was  $1,000,  which  is  continued  for  the 
present  year.  The  President  of  the  Board,  under  date  of  June 
21,  1870,  writes:  “For  the  first  time  we  have  been  enabled 
to  have  a  Free  School  for  both  sexes.  It  has  worked  well. 
Minor  schools  have  been  broken  up,  and,  by  consolidation,  we 
have  been  able  to  employ  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  who 
would  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  their  several  depart¬ 
ments. ’’ 

St.  Augustine  has  the  same  appropriation  as  last  year, 
namely,  $1,000.  Dr.  Bronson,  the  Superintendent,  writing 
Oct.  14,  1870,  says :  u  The  school  has  been  opened,  and  is 
now  in  successful  operation.  I  am  quite  sure  there  is  not  so 
good  a  school  in  the  State.  The  expense  to  me  has  been 
large,  and  I  should  like  all  the  aid  you  ca*n  give.”  The 
writer,  though  sending  no  children  to  the  school,  gave  it  $500 
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the  first  year.  The  Mayor,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  money  contributed  by  the  Peabody  Fund,  remarks:  “Our 
school  has  been  a  great  success,  for  which  we  are  much  in¬ 
debted  to  yourself  and  Dr.  Bronson.” 

Key  West.  —  The  County  Superintendent  writes:  “We  have 
in  the  city,  now  in  operation,  two  Public  Free  Schools,  —  one 
white  of  216  scholars,  and  one  colored  of  172.  We  have 
raised  for  school  purposes  $2,500,  and  shall  probably  raise 
more  by  subscription.  We  shall  open  more  schools  as  soon 
as  our  means  will  allow.  We  are  endeavoring  to  make  our 
schools  first-class,  graded  schools.”  I  have  promised  the  city 
$1,000,  on  condition  that  the  schools  be  continued  ten  months, 
and  that  not  less  than  seven  teachers  be  employed. 

At  Gainesville  is  the  East  Florida  Seminary,  with  a  Primary 
Department,  which  is  adopted  as  the  Public  School.  For  100 
pupils  in  this  school  we  pay  $300 ;  and  for  a  colored  school 
of  200  we  pay  the  same  amount.  The  Board  of  Trustees 
informed  me  that  while  the  Primary  Department,  supported 
by  the  county  and  by  the  Peabody  Fund,  was  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  the  other  department  depending  on  State  aid  will 
probably  be  obliged  to  stop,  unless  we  can  afford  it  some 
additional  assistance.  The  teachers  receive  their  salaries  in 
State  scrip,  which  is  worth  only  23  cents  on  the  dollar.  The 
Board  therefore  applied  for  a  special  appropriation  of  $400  in 
addition  to  the  $600  already  proffered.  It  is  believed  that 
with  this  aid,  in  a  time  of  extreme  exigency,  the  Seminary  can 
safely  rely  on  its  regular  support  from  the  State  in  the  future. 
It  has  educated  many  of  the  teachers  now  employed  in  the 
Public  Schools ;  and  the  new  appropriation  asked  for  was 
heartily  recommended  by  Superintendent  Chase,  just  before 
his  death.  It  was  made  accordingly. 

“  The  schools  of  Pensacola”  observes  the  County  Super¬ 
intendent  in  his  letter  asking  for  help,  “are  Public  Free 
Schools,  and  properly  graded,  as  far  as  is  practicable ;  and 
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the  instruction  is  the  best  we  can  get.  We  employ  five  teach¬ 
ers,  with  accommodations  for  250  or  300  pupils,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  have  that  number.”  This  applica¬ 
tion  was  approved  by  the  State  Superintendent,  and  a  donation 
of  $600  was  accordingly  made  to  continue  the  schools  through 
the  year. 

From  Monticello,  I  received  the  following  repi*esentation : 
“  Our  Public  School  has  recently  closed  its  second  year  under 
the  present  management,  with  a  very  thorough  and  satisfactory 
examination.  We  desire  to  carry  on  the  school  as  we  have 
done  under  the  impetus  given  by  you,  and  to  offer  to  every 
white  child  in  the  county  of  Jefferson  a  thorough  English 
education.  Can  we  rely  upon  the  aid  we  have  thus  far  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Peabody  Fund?  We  have  already  raised 
more  than  half  of  our  usual  subscription ;  and  if  we  can 
receive  the  assurance  of  aid  from  you,  it  will  do  much  to 
stimulate  the  generosity  of  our  own  people.”  The  request 
was  complied  with,  and  $700  appropriated  as  formerly. 

For  a  Public  School  in  Madison ,  the  late  Superintendent 
Chase  made  arrangements  according  to  the  instructions  given 
him,  pledging  $500  from  our  Fund.  He  said  :  “  The  best  and 
most  intelligent  citizens  unite  in  the  proposed  plan.” 

The  school  at  Lake  City  receives  $500  under  the  same 
circumstances  and  on  the  same  conditions  as  heretofore. 

To  the  city  of  Quincy,  the  sum  of  $600  was  given  for  a 
school  of  216  pupils,  to  be  instructed  by  four  teachers.  Owing 
to  the  unfortunate  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  during  the 
session  of  the  school,  reducing  the  tax,  the  teachers  could  not 
be  paid  their  full  salaries.  A  controversy  which  arose  between 
the  Committee  and  the  teachers,  and  a  consequent  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  among  the  people,  resulted  in  a  diminished  attendance. 

Ocala  has  an  excellent  colored  school  of  over  100  pupils, 
kept  ten  months  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Super¬ 
intendent.  It  occupies  a  spacious  building,  erected  by  the 
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Freedmen’s  Bureau,  and  is  designed  to  be  a  school  of  high 
character.  We  contribute  $200  towards  its  support. 

In  Apalachicola ,  a  good  colored  school  of  100  pupils,  which 
was  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Superintendent,  re¬ 
ceived  a  donation  of  $200. 

ALABAMA. 

The  system  of  Common  Schools,  established  a  little  more 
than  two  years  ago  in  this  State,  has  met  with  some  oppo¬ 
sition.  Different  views  of  State  policy  have  proved  a  serious 
hindrance  to  its  introduction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  so  general 
an  interest  as  that  of  education  will  yet  be  sustained  by  a  com¬ 
mon  policy,  and  adopted  by  all  the  friends  of  progress  and  of 
good  order.  In  consequence  of  these  discouraging  circum¬ 
stances,  the  scale  of  our  operations  has  not  been  so  much 
enlarged  as  in  some  other  States. 

In  Mobile ,  there  has  been  a  litigation  about  the  jurisdiction 
of  State  and  city  officers,  which  has  had  the  effect  to  nullify 
the  agreement  previously  made  by  us  with  the  city  School 
Board ;  and  the  new  State  Board  has  not  sufficient  funds, 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  city,  to  renew  the  engagement. 

Selma  continues  to  maintain  its  high  rank,  placing  it  at  the 
head  of  the  list  in  respect  to  good  schools,  of  which  a  full 
account  was  given  in  my  last  Report.  The  city  appropriation 
is  over  $10,000  ;  and  ours  is  $2,000,  for  upwards  of  500  pupils. 

Correspondence  was  opened  with  the  School  Board  of 
Montgomery ,  which,  in  the  end,  led  to  the  completion  of  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  establishment  of  Public  Free  Schools.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Board  says,  in  his  letter  of  Jan.  11,  1S71  : 
“  After  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  we  commenced  work  with 
the  following  result.  We  have  secured  $4,000  for  school  pur¬ 
poses  outside  of  Public-School  funds.  We  have  furnished  four 
rooms  with  respectable  furniture,  and  organized  a  system  of 
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schools  with  four  grades;  employing  io  teachers  for  524 
pupils,  most  of  whom  are  in  regular  attendance.  Our  system 
is  not  perfect,  nor  our  schools  all  that  we  could  desire  ;  but  we 
are  on  the  road,  thanks  to  your  generous  offer .  Five  schools 
commenced  in  October,  and  the  others  as  they  were  needed.” 
The  encouragement  offered  by  us  was  $1,500. 

From  Greensboro ’,  which  also  has  an  appropriation  of 
$1,000,  we  have  the  following  report:  “  The  schools  here,  to 
which  I  have  given  aid  from  your  liberal  donation,  have  been 
kept  open  for  the  full  scholastic  year.  There  have  been  in 
attendance,  at  these  schools,  about  325  pupils,  under  the  charge 
of  7  teachers.  The  State  contributed  about  $1,300,  and  pa¬ 
trons,  &c.,  about  $1,000;  and  I  hope,  with  some  aid  from 
you,  to  do  better  for  the  next  year.” 

In  Huntsville ,  our  original  plan,  as  reported  last  year,  could 
not  be  carried  out.  It  has  therefore  been  changed,  making 
the  appropriation  only  $1,000;  and,  in  its  modified  form, 
been  executed  with  satisfactory  results.  The  County  Super¬ 
intendent,  writing  Nov.  12,  1870,  certifies  that  “  the  public 
schools  of  Huntsville  reopened  on  the  5th  of  September, 
1870,  with  accommodations  for  all  the  children  in  the  city. 
The  schools  are  kept  for  a  term  of  eight  months.  The  pres¬ 
ent  attendance  is  447  colored  children,  and  226  white.  A 
good  work  has  been  done  in  this  city  and  county  ;  and,  if  the 
same  efforts  are  put  forth  in  the  future  that  have  been  in  the 
past,  we  cannot  fail  to  have  a  good  system  of  education  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  State.” 

La  Fayette  has  in  its  borders  “  over  160  white  children 
entirely  dependent  on  others  for  all  the  education  they  receive  ; 
and  over  200  colored,  all  of  whom  are  as  poor  as  when  they 
were  made  free.”  There  is  a  good  college  building  for  the  use 
of  the  white  school ;  and  a  new  house  is  in  process  of  building 
to  serve  as  a  church  and  a  school-house  for  the  colored  people. 
The  Superintendent  says :  “  The  schools  were  opened  in 
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January,  1870,  and,  with  your  kind  help,  we  can  keep  them  up 
for  ten  months.”  The  sum  appropriated  to  these  two  schools 
was  $550.  The  attendance  was  a  little  less  than  was  expected. 

The  schools  in  Girard ,  which  closed  in  December,  and 
which  were  reported  last  year  as  being  helped  to  the  amount 
of  $1,000,  were  not  attended  as  fully  as  was  promised.  The 
reason  assigned  is  that,  after  the  representation  of  the  number 
of  children  was  given,  and  our  appropriation  made,  “  the  State 
Board  of  Education  passed  a  law  which  deprived  11s  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  children,  putting  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
another  county,  our  school  district  being  divided  by  the  county 
line.  You  will  thus  see,”  continues  the  writer,  “  why  we  have 
had  only  three  schools,  instead  of  five.  I  assure  3*011  this  ap¬ 
propriation  was  well  bestowed,  as  there  is  no  place  where  the 
percentage  of  poor  children  is  so  great.” 

Negotiations  for  farther  assistance  are  now  pending.  The 
amount  given  will  need  to  be  reduced  at  least  one-half. 

A  colored  school  of  100  pupils  in  Columbiana ,  which  was 
poorly  supported,  has  been  kept  in  existence  by  the  payment 
of  $200,  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers. 

Favorable  propositions  were  made  to  Union  Springs,  Green¬ 
ville,  Camden,  County  Line,  Midway,  and  Bladon  Springs ; 
but  I  have  received  no  intimation  that  they  have  been  accepted. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


The  School  Law  which,  in  its  provisions,  is  very  similar  to 
those  of  other  States  already  described,  has  been  in  existence 
but  a  few  months ;  and,  consequently,  there  has  not  been  suffi¬ 
cient  time  or  opportunity  to  know  what  its  working  will  be. 
The  first  report  is  yet  to  be  published,  the  data  for  which  are 
only  beginning  to  come  in.  But  it  is  enough  for  our  purpose 
to  know  that  the  deficiency  of  funds  is  so  great  as  to  preclude 
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the  possibility  of  having  schools  for  the  length  of  time  required 
by  our  regulations.  We  can  therefore  report  only  such  schools 
as  are  maintained  by  the  people,  without  any  aid  from  the 
State. 

Natchez ,  so  distinguished  for  its  excellent  schools,  is  car¬ 
rying  them  on  successfully,  without  any  further  assistance 
from  us. 

It  can,  also,  be  said  of  Vicksburg  that  it  no  longer  depends 
on  foreign  aid  for  the  continuance  of  its  schools. 

Summit. — The  report  from  this  school  continues  to  be,  as 
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it  always  has  been,  highly  encouraging.  I  cannot  do  better 
than  let  the  President  of  the  Board  speak  for  himself.  He 
says  :  “In  forwarding  to  you  the  report  of  the  school  for  which 
our  town  is  indebted  to  you,  I  was  prompted  by  a  desire 
to  represent  to  you  how  rich  in  blessings  was  the  tree  which 
you  had  planted  in  our  midst.  The  result  has  exceeded  my 
most  sanguine  expectations,  not  in  the  number  of  pupils,  but  in 
the  desire  for  education  that  has  been  awakened  through  the 
land.  I  cannot  impress  you  with  the  lethargy*  that  prevailed 
here  before  your  visit,  nor  can  I  convey  to  you  the  spirit  that  is 
abroad  at  this  time.  Persons  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles 
around  in  this  country  are  renting  houses,  and  securing  board, 
preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  school  in  September  next. 
At  this  time,  it  claims  more  of  public  approbation  than  any 
school  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State.  At  the  opening 
of  the  next  scholastic  year,  we  shall  add  to  the  Grammar 
School  a  higher  department.”  In  a  subsequent  letter,  written 
after  the  opening  of  the  school  for  the  year  1S70-1,  he  adds: 
“  The  school  is  now  held  in  the  new  school-house,  which  is  a 
large  and  commodious  building,  having  a  capacity  for  500 
children,  and  which  has  been  built  by  the  voluntary  subscrip¬ 
tion  of  citizens,  at  a  cost  for  building  and  ground  of  about 
$9,000.  The  expense  of  conducting  the  school  this  session  will 
amount  fully  to  $5,000.  Our  Town  Council  has  recently  ap- 
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propriated  $400  for  the  establishment  of  a  colored  school,  and 
placed  it  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
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Peabody  School.  As  soon  as  a  suitable  teacher  can  be  found, 
it  will  be  put  in  operation.”  Our  arrangement  to  pay  $1,000 
has  been  renewed. 

Hazlchurst .  —  The  arrangement  of  last  year  is  renewed, 
according  to  which  our  contribution  is  $1,000,  that  of  the  city 
$2,000  or  more,  and  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the 
school  not  less  than  300. 

Jackson.  —  The  attendance  on  the  Public  Schools  of  this 
city  was  too  small  to  justify  a  continued  outlay  of  $2,000 ;  and 
it  seemed  best  to  wait  till  the  free  schools  were  better  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  people.  But  the  sum  of  $700  was  promised  on 
the  receipt  of  the  following  letter  of  the  Committee,  dated 
July  19,  1870:  UI  received  your  reply  to  my  letter  some 
months  ago,  in  which  you  stated  that  you  would  rather  not  give 
any  donation  this  year  to  our  city  schools.  As  you  have  been 
so  liberal  to  them  heretofore,  we  thought  we  would  wait  till 
the  end  of  the  session,  and  see  if  we  could  pay  our  teachers  out 
of  what  funds  we  were  able  to  raise.  I  regret  to  say  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  settle  with  them  for  the  last  quarter. 
The  educational  bill  recently  passed  by  our  Legislature  deprived 
us  of  every  cent  of  revenue,  out  of  which  we  expected  to  pay 
the  teachers.  They  are  poor,  and  altogether  dependent  on 
their  salaries  for  a  support.  .  At  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
hoping  to  receive  aid  from  the  Peabody  Fund,  we  made  no 
charge  for  attendance  in  any  of  the  primary  departments  of  our 
schools.  We  conducted  them  on  the  free  system,  according  to 
your  suggestion,  and  on  account  of  it.  Had  we  charged  a 
small  tuition-fee,  we  should  have  received  over  $1,000  in  this 
way,  which  would  have  enabled  us  to  pay  our  indebtedness  to 
the  teachers.  These  are  the  simple  facts.  I11  view  of  these 
embarrassments,  we  once  more  apply  to  you  for  relief.” 
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Crystal  Sfirmgs.  —  An  innocent  mistake  in  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  our  terms  was  the  cause  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  far  beyond  my  expectation,  rendering  it  proper  to 
pay  them  $700,  instead  of  $300  or  $400,  as  was  originally  con¬ 
templated.  The  history  of  the  case  is  well  presented  in  a 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  Board,  from  which  I  make  the 
following  extract :  “  The  citizens  of  the  town  and  vicinity  have 
subscribed  and  paid  toward  the  erection  of  the  school-house, 
purchase  of  building-lots,  school-furniture,  and  teachers’  sala¬ 
ries,  the  sum  of  $3,300.  This  amount  was  raised,  on  the  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  writer  and  others,  that  we  would  receive  aid 
from  the  Peabody  Fund,  to  the  amount  of  one-third  whatever 
we  raised  here.  But  for  the  stimulus  afforded  by  your  ex¬ 
pected  aid,  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  raised  $1,000.  We 
regretted  to  find  our  mistake.  Had  we  been  aware  of  this 
previously,  we  would  have  curtailed  somewhat  our  building 
expenses.  Considering  the  amount  already  paid  by  the  citizens 
here,  who  are  but  poor  at  best,  we  cannot  ask  them  for  more 
money,  and  yet  we  have  a  building  capable  of  accommodating 
300  pupils,  and  plenty  of  children  to  fill  the  house  ;  but  we  are 
not  able  to  receive  them,  for  the  simple  reason  we  have,  under 
a  misapprehension,  expended  our  funds  on  the  building,  count¬ 
ing  on  your  aid  to  enable  us  to  employ  the  requisite  number  of 
teachers.” 

Durant. — The  sum  of  $300  was  given  to  the  school  in  this 
place,  although  the  number  of  pupils  did  not  quite  reach  100. 
This  was  fully  justified  by  the  enterprise  of  the  citizens  in  rais¬ 
ing  funds.  In  the  letter  making  application  for  assistance,  it  is 
said  :  “  Acting  under  information,  we  thought  reliable,  that  the 
Peabody  Fund  would  be  used  as  an  encouragement  to  commu¬ 
nities  rather  than  a  charity  to  the  poor,  we  have  directed  our 
utmost  energies  to  the  establishment  of  a  free  school.  Be¬ 
yond  our  expectations,  we  have  procured  subscriptions  to  the 
amount  of  $2,000.  Our  building  committee  has  engaged  the 
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lumber  and  labor  for  house.  The  cost  I  am  unable  at  present 
to  state,  yet  I  may  safely  say  it  will  not  leave  enough  to  secure 
competent  teachers  for  the  year  ensuing.” 

To  Biloxi  we  continue  to  give  $400,  the  Committee  providing 
$1,400,  for  an  annual  school  conducted  according  to  our  rules. 

In  Yazoo  City  there  are  two  High  Schools,  one  for  males  and 
one  for  females,  besides  several  smaller  schools,  all  private. 
The  Trustees  of  the  High  Schools  propose  that  all  these  be 
united  and  organized  into  a  graded  system,  and  made  free. 
We  have  offered  to  pay  $300  for  100  actual  attendants,  or  $450 
for  150,  which  would  embrace  the  whole  number  of  children 
in  the  place. 


LOUISIANA. 

It  has  not  been  practicable  to  make  any  equitable  arrange¬ 
ment  to  co-operate  with  the  school  authorities  of  this  State. 
We  have  consequently  continued  to  act  upon  the  plan  pursued 
in  former  years,  availing  ourselves  of  the  voluntary  services  of 
Hon.  R.  M.  Lusher,  as  local  Agent.  The  mode  of  distribution 
adopted  for  the  present  school-year  is  to  give  the  customary  aid 
to  twenty-eight  localities  which  have  been  selected  according 
to  their  importance  and  influence,  and  which  will  contribute 
their  share  of  the  expense.  The  Peabody  Normal  Seminary, 
for  the  State  at  large,  at  New  Orleans,  with  six  model  schools 
attached,  and  five  auxiliary  Normal  Departments  at  Institutions 
in  the  rural  districts,  for  the  benefit  of  pupils  who  cannot  attend 
the  former,  receive  our  patronage. 

The  local  Agent  has  authority  to  alter  the  proportions  of  the 
donations  specified  in  the  list  given  below,  if  he  see  cause  ; 
and  also  to  substitute  other  towns,  if  any  of  these  shall  fail  to 
fulfil  their  engagements. 
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Schools  receiving  Donations  from  the  Fund. 


Towns. 

Local  Contributions. 

Donations. 

Arcadia . 

$1,600 

$600 

Bastrop . 

1,400 

450 

Columbia . 

1,300 

400 

Harrisonburg . 

i,5°o 

4OO 

Homer . 

1,400 

375 

Minden . 

i,3°° 

350 

Monroe . 

1,200 

375 

Natchitoches . 

1,200 

400 

Pleasant  Hill . 

1,100 

300 

Shreveport . 

2,500 

750 

Winnfield . 

700 

250 

Amite  City . 

2,500 

800 

Baton  Rouge . 

2,800 

1,000 

Bayou  Sara . . 

2,700 

1,000 

Clinton . 

1,420 

500 

Fairview . 

75o 

200 

Franklinton . 

1,000 

300 

Gretna . 

3,200 

1,250 

Livonia . 

500 

200 

1st  District,  New  Orleans  .  . 

2,000 

700 

2d  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  . 

1,500 

500 

3^  >>  >>  >>  • 

1,200 

400 

4^^  >  •  • 

1,200 

400 

)5  >>  • 

900 

300 

6th  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  . 

900 

300 

Plaquemine  ,,  ,,  .  . 

900 

.  300 

Terre  aux  Bceufs . 

!,3°o 

500 

Thibodaux . 

M75 

500 

$4M45 

$13,800 

To  this  sum  of  $13,800  is  to  be  added  $2,100,  appropriated 
to  Normal  Schools.  A  large  part  of  these  expenditures  is 
covered  by  the  appropriation  of  last  year. 


TEXAS. 


A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  I  visited  this  remote  State,  and 
found  that  nothing  could  he  accomplished  for  the  object  of  my 
mission  till  after  the  session  of  the  first  Legislature  under  the 
new  Constitution,  which  required  the  immediate  enactment  of 
a  School  Law.  That  body  has  at  length  passed  a  law,  but  it 
seems  not  to  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  people.  It  makes  the 
members  of  the  Police  Court  of  the  county  a  board  of  school 
directors.  It  declares  “  that  the  Board  of  School  Directors 
shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  directions  and  supervision  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. ” 

The  Governor  nominated  a  Superintendent,  but  the  Senate 
refused  to  confirm  the  appointment.  No  other  nomination  has 
been  made,  and  the  office  is  still  vacant.  Thus  the  whole 
system  is  rendered  inoperative,  and  it  is  not  known  that  any 
county  has  taken  measures  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  law.  In  consequence  of  this  failure,  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  effect  any  thing  for  schools  in  Texas. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  present  School  Law  was  passed  in  1S68  ;  but  the  officers 
appointed  under  it  were  not  prepared  to  act  with  much  effect 
till  near  the  close  of  the  year.  The  Public  Schools  have  accord¬ 
ingly  been  in  operation  during  the  years  1S69  and  1S70.  The 
number  of  children  of  legal  school  age  in  the  State  is  180,274. 
Of  these  107,908  are  attending  the  Public  Schools,  nearly  double 
the  number  (67,412)  which  attended  last  year.  The  number  of 
schools  has  increased  in  the  same  proportion,  namely,  from 
1,489  to  2,537. 

Not  only  have  schools  been  multiplied,  but  41  Teachers’  In¬ 
stitutes  have  been  held  in  different  parts  of  the  State  ;  a  Journal 
of  Education  has  been  published  ;  and  in  general  a  knowledge 


of  the  subject  of  Public  Schools,  and  an  interest  in  them,  have 
been  steadily  increasing.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  In¬ 
struction  in  his  recent  Report  says  :  “  The  opposition  which 
at  first  was  manifested  to  the  establishment  of  Free  Schools  has 
now,  that  the  matter  is  better  understood,  almost  entirely  dis¬ 
appeared  ;  and  all  parties  are,  to  a  good  degree,  working  har¬ 
moniously  in  the  effort  to  build  up  a  good  Free  School  System 
in  this  State.” 

Little  Rock.  — From  different  letters  written  during  the  year 
1870,  we  take  the  following  extracts:  “  Our  new  special  law 
for  cities  has  been  in  operation  since  February,  1869.  We  have 
in  our  service  18  teachers,  in  as  many  good,  comfortable  school¬ 
rooms.  The  attendance  is  about  1,200;  the  current  expenses, 
about  $2^,000.  We  have  a  building  costing  about  $19,000 
nearly  finished ;  and  shall  commence  another  High  School 
building  the  coming  fall,  which,  when  completed,  will  cost 
over  $50,000.  We  are  determined  that  our  State,  and  especially 
our  city,  shall  not  be  behind  in  the  cause  of  education,  but 
rather  the  nursery  of  schools.”  Three  months  later  the  same 
writer  says  :  u  Our  funds  this  year  are  short,  as  our  revenue 
does  not  come  in  till  January  next.  If  we  could  be  accommo¬ 
dated  with  the  sum  of  $2000  immediately  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  our  teachers,  it  would  very  much  relieve  us  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  necessities.  If  you  can  help  us  now,  we  will  expect  noth¬ 
ing  the  next  school-year.  Our  revenue  for  tnat  year  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  all  demands.”  Still  later,  in  October,  it  is  said  : 
“  Our  city  schools  resumed  work  on  Monday,  September  26th. 
The  enrolment  of  children  is  much  larger  than  last  year,  the 
schools  being  full  to  overflowing.  Those  formerly  opposed  to 
Free  Schools,  having  witnessed  the  results  during  the  past  year, 
are  now  the  ardent  friends  and  supporters  of  the  system  ;  and 
their  children  are  numbered  among  the  pupils.” 

The  request  for  $2,000  was  granted. 
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Fort  Smith.  —  The  Superintendent  of  eitv  schools  writes, 
Oct.  7,  1870:  uOur  Public  Schools  have  opened  with  a  much 
larger  attendance  than  we  had  last  year.  We  have  a  very  fine 
brick  building  for  our  white  school ;  and  the  prospects  for  a 
successful  year’s  work  are  very  good.  The  enrolment  of  chil¬ 
dren,  in  the  city,  numbers  between  600  and  700.  There  are 
now  7  teachers  employed,  and  their  salaries  amount  to  $7,2^0. 
Our  School  Board  have  been  at  so  much  expense  in  buying  and 
refitting  our  school  building,  that  they  have  consumed  the  funds 
now  in  hand,  and  will  not  have  money  to  pay  teachers  before 
February  or  March.  Can  you  not  help  us  out  of  our  difficulty 
by  making  a  sufficient  donation,  in  advance,  to  pay  these  sala¬ 
ries  for  one  or  two  months?  After  this  year,  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  trouble  about  funds.”  An  appropriation  of 
$1,500  was  made  for  the  year. 

Helena.  —  The  County  Superintendent  remarks  incidentally 
in  his  letter  of  June  1st,  1870:  u  Our  Helena  school  is  now  a 
success  ;  and  that  it  is  so,  is  largely  due  to  your  advice  when 
here,  and  to  the  assistance  rendered  through  your  Fund.”  The 
Secretary  of  the  District  Board  says  :  u  The  cost  of  our  schools 
last  year  was  $2,700  ;  it  wTill  reach  $6,000  this  year,  so  that  you 
can  see  we  are  making  some  progress.  We  expect  to  build  at 
least  one  school-house  next  year  to  cost  $8,000  or  $10,000. 
The  schools  are  becoming  more  popular,  and  will  soon  be 
universally  patronized.”  The  Board  had  the  promise  of  $1,000, 
on  condition  of  keeping  the  schools  open  ten  months,  for  600 
children. 

Camden.  —  Two  private  schools  were  in  session  when  the 
Public  Schools  were  opened  ;  and  the  parents,  whose  children 
were  attending  the  former,  preferred  to  make  no  change  during 
the  term  ;  hut  would  afterwards  patronize  the  latter  if  they 
should  he  continued.  The  prejudice  which  existed  against  such 
schools  has  diminished  very  much  during  the  last  few  months. 
The  School  Board,  of  whom  most  are  old  citizens,  have  tried 
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to  secure  the  best  teachers,  and  have  used  every  exertion  to 
make  the  schools  an  ornament  to  the  city.  To  alleviate  the 
burden  of  expense  imposed  upon  the  Board  by  the  necessity 
of  procuring  a  school  building,  and  furnishing  instruction  of 
from  300  to  400  children,  the  donation  of  $1,000  was  made. 

Va?i  Buren.  —  To  the  schools  of  this  town  has  been  given 
the  sum  of  $Soo  in  the  manner  described  below,  by  the  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Board:  “You  will  remember  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  commenced  our  schools.  With  no  building  in 
the  town  suited  for  school  purposes,  and  none  obtainable,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Academy,  which  had  been  burned  nearly  to  the  ground 
during  the  war,  we  were  agitating  the  subject  of  repairs  and 
re-establishment  in  an  anxious  but  melancholy  and  hopeless 
way,  when  vou  dropped  down  among  us,  as  it  were,  and  made 
the  offer  from  the  Peabody  Fund  of  $400  to  our  Academy,  if  we 
would  make  it  a  free  school ;  or  to  give  $Soo  if,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Township  Trustee,  we  would  carry  on  both  this  and 
another  public  school,  accommodating  200  pupils,  adding  that 
vou  would  rather  give  the  $Soo  on  these  conditions  than  the 
$400.  This  offer  gave  us  life  and  nerve,  and  induced  us  to 

1 

co-operate  with  the  regular  free  schools.  We  have  put  our 
building  in  complete  repair,  furnishing  it  in  the  best  modern 
style,  making  it  perhaps  the  neatest,  prettiest  school-room  in 
Arkansas,  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over  $1,600,  and  kept  the  school 
open  for  ten  months.  We  have  also  carried  on  the  regular  pub¬ 
lic  school  for  the  last  five  months,  paying  all  the  expenses,  because 
the  public  fund  was  insufficient  to  carry  it  beyond  the  first  half- 
year,  and  because  our  agreement  with  you  required  that  facili¬ 
ties  for  200  scholars  should  be  afforded  for  the  year.  The 
sum  expended  by  us  for  carrying  on  the  schools  was  $2,495, 
making  a’  total  expenditure  for  schools  and  buildings  of  nearly 
$4,100.” 
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The  other  schools  to  be  reported  are  those  of  — 


Colored  Asylum  ...  $650 

Clarendon,  which  receives  .  600 

Fayetteville . '  600 

Russellville . 500 

Dardanelle . 300 


Ozark . $300 

The  Journal  of  Education 

receives . 200 


Making  for  Arkansas  $9,450 


Clarendon  has  two  schools,  one  for  white  children  and  one 
for  colored.  The  colored  asylum  is  a  large  Public  School  with 
a  Normal  Department.  The  same  is  true  of  the  school  at 
Russellville. 

Pine  Bluff,  which  commenced  its  Free  Schools  under 
the  influence  of  your  Fund,  is  now  supporting  them  liberally 
without  your  aid. 


TENNESSEE 

abolished  its  School  Law  about  a  year  ago,  and  substituted  an 
inefficient  county  system  in  its  place.  The  County  Courts, 
which  alone  have  authority  to  levy  the  School  Tax,  can 
find  a  sufficient  excuse  for  not  performing  that  duty  in  the 
indifference  of  many  of  the  people  to  schools,  and  their 
aversion  to  taxes.  As  might  be  expected,  only  three  counties 
in  the  State  have  taken  any  action  on  the  subject.  There  is  at 
present  a  growing  dissatisfaction  with  the  law,  which  is  felt 
to  be  as  injurious  to  the  reputation  and  prosperity  of  the  State 
as  it  is  to  the  interests  of  individuals  and  of  families.  While 
in  many  places  the  people  are  inert  in  regard  to  education, 
and  in  others  discouraged  by  inefficient  legislation,  there  are 
still  other  places,  more  numerous  than  any  one  would  antici¬ 
pate,  where  the  citizens,  without  the  aid  of  the  State,  take 
the  work  into  their  own  hands,  being  determined  to  maintain 
Free  Schools,  till  there  shall  be  a  law  requiring  them.  To  this 
verv  cause  it  is  no  doubt  owing  that  so  large  a  demand  has  been 
made  upon  us  by  towns  and  villages  which  have  never  con- 
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tributed  money  for  schools  so  freely  before.  The  following  list 
of  towns,  villages,  and  districts  aided  by  us  is  an  illustration  of 
what  has  been  said  :  — 


Edgefield . 

.  $2,000  j 

7th  District,  Meigs  Co. 

$300 

Knoxville . 

.  2,000 

Calhoun . 

3°° 

Clarksville . 

Coytee  School . 

3°° 

Jonesboro’ . 

1,000 

Cricket  Hill . 

300 

Cleveland . 

750 

Pleasant-Grove  Academy  . 

300 

,,  Colored  School 

300 

Philadelphia . 

300 

Elizabethton  .... 

700 

St.  Clairs . 

300 

Cave  Spring  .... 

600 

Russelville . 

300 

Chatata . 

500 

Rogersville . 

300 

Cog  Hill . 

450 

3d  District,  Meigs  Co.  .  . 

3  00 

Cooahulla . 

400 

Whitesburg . 

300 

Boon’s  Creek  .... 

300 

nth  District,  McMinn  Co. 

300 

Cherokee . 

300 

Washington  College .  .  . 

300 

Little  Hope . 

300 

Holston  College  .  .  .  . 

300 

1st  District,  Polk  Co. 

300 

Jalapa . 

3°° 

Springtown . 

300 

Decatur . 

300 

17th  District,  Washington 

Co.  300 

3d  District,  Rhea  Co.  .  . 

300 

Pleasant  Valley  .  . 

300 

3d  District,  McMinn  Co. 

300 

Middle-Creek  Academy 

300 

Franklin  Institute  .  . 

3°° 

5th  District,  McMinn  Co. 

300 

1st  District,  Bledsoe  Co. 

3  00 

Mouse  Creek  .... 

300 

6th  District,  Rhea  Co.  . 

300 

Mars-Hill  Academv  .  . 

J 

12th  District,  Monroe  Co. 

300 

Hodges  School . 

300 

300 

$20,200 

Rock-Spring  Seminary 

3  00 

■ 

Assistance  has  been  rendered  to  Normal  pupils  in 
two  Institutions;  viz.:  — 


Lookout  Mountain . $1,000 

Fisk  University  (Colored) .  800 

-  1,800 


$22,000 

The  town  of  Edgefield,  on  account  of  some  legal  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  raising  money  at  the  present  time,  received  two 
years’  payment,  “  with  the  understanding  that  no  further  con¬ 
tribution  will  be  expected.” 
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The  amount  promised  to  Knoxville  is  for  schools  just  now 
opening,  and  will  come  into  the  account  of  next  year.  Most  of 
the  schools  here  reported  are  in  the  middle  of  the  school-year, 
which  usually  begins  in  October  and  ends  the  following  sum¬ 
mer.  It  should  be  observed  that  Memphis  is  maintaining  its 
Free  .Schools  without  receiving  any  further  aid  from  us;  and 
that  Nashville ,  which  has  never  called  on  us  for  aid,  has  excel¬ 
lent  Public  Schools. 

The  numerous  smaller  schools  named  in  the  list  above  given, 
have  at  least  ioo  pupils  each.  They  are  all  under  the  inspec¬ 
tion,  not  only  of  local  school  officers,  but  of  responsible  public 
men  in  the  several  counties,  who  have  given  their  services  gra¬ 
tuitously  as  agents,  and  certified,  in  all  cases  except  two  or 
three,  that  the  conditions  proposed  and  accepted  have  been 
faithfully  fulfilled.  The  following  is  a  fair  specimen  of  their 
Reports  :  “The  schools  under  my  charge  have  all  been  located 
at  central  points,  easy  of  access  to  a  large  number  of  children. 
Each  one  has  been  placed  under  two  competent  teachers,  and 
has  been  well  attended,  and  well  instructed  in  elementary 
studies.  The  patrons  of  these  schools  are  united ;  and  are 
willing  to  make  any  reasonable  sacrifices  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  and  for  building  up  schools  of  a  better  grade 
than  they  have  had  before.  Permanent  free  schools  of  a  high 
character  will  be  established  at  most  of  the  points  now  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  Peabody  Schools.” 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

This  State  is  steadily  prosecuting  the  work  in  which  it  has 
been  zealously  engaged  for  the  last  two  years.  It  has  been 
obliged  to  impose  a  very  heavy  school  tax.  But  having  already 
borne  the  expense  of  supplying  the  districts  with  school-houses 
sufficient  to  meet  present  emergencies,  it  can  hereafter  adapt  its 
expenditures  to  the  growth  of  the  School  System,  and  to  the 
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ability  and  willingness  of  the  people  to  support  it.  The  dis¬ 
position  hitherto  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  towns  to  make 
special  contributions  to  bring  their  schools  within  the  range  of 
our  operations  has  been  continued  and  even  increased.  The 
attention  of  the  State  has  been  particularly  directed  to  its  great 
want  of  properly  qualified  teachers  ;  and  it  has  lately  estab¬ 
lished  a  third  Normal  School. 


The  sums  distributed  for  the  present  school-year  are  here 
subjoined  :  — 


Charleston  . 

.  .  .$1,200 

Wellsburg 

.  .  .  1,000 

Grafton  .... 

.  .  .  800 

Clarksburg  . 

.  .  .  800 

Martinsburg 

.  .  .  800 

Buckhannon 

.  .  .  600 

Weston  .... 

.  .  .  600 

Palatine  .... 

.  .  .  600 

Newberg  .... 

.  .  .  600 

Moundeville  . 

.  .  .  500 

Fellowsville  . 

.  .  .  450 

Orrel  Coal  Mines  . 

...  300 

Springfield . 300 

Independence  .  300 

Thornton  Station  ....  300 

Mannington .  300 

Beverly .  300 

Rock  Cave .  200 

Normal  Schools  ....  1,500 

Teachers'  Institutes  .  .  .  1,100 

Journal  of  Education  .  .  200 


$12,750 


From  this  survey  of  the  field  of  our  operations,  and  of  the 
appropriations  therein  made,  it  will  appear  that  you  have 
assisted  213  towns,  districts,  and  institutions  by  the  disburse¬ 
ment  of  $108,900.  In  connection  with  these  contributions  from 
the  Peabody  Fund,  the  people  receiving  them  have  expended 
from  their  own  resources  about  $350,000. 

B.  Sears, 

General  Agent. 

Staunton,  Va.,  February  14th,  1871. 


After  expressions  of  gratification  by  the  Chairman, 
Governor  Clifford,  and  others,  at  the  results  shown  by 
the  Report,  it  was 

t 


Ordered ,  That  it  be  accepted,  and  printed  for  public 
distribution. 

/ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macalester,  the  Board  adjourned 
to  meet  at  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SECOND  DAY. 


February  i 6,  1871. 


1  NdE  Board  met  at  ten  o’clock,  a.m.,  agreeably  to 
adjournment;  Hon.  Mr.  Winthrop  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evarts,  it  was 

Voted ,  That  the  next  Annual  Meeting  be  held  at  Bos¬ 
ton ;  and  that  a  Special  Meeting  be  held  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  in  October  next,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Chairman,  after  free  consultation,  it  shall  be  found  ex¬ 
pedient. 

It  was  Ordered ,  That  half-past  three  o’clock.,  p.m.,  of 
this  day,  be  the  time  for  filling  the  vacancies  caused  by 
the  death  of  Admiral  Farragut  and  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Bradford. 

On  motion  of  Governor  Clifford,  it  was 

Voted ,  That  an  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  be  appropriated  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  General  Agent,  for  the  next  year. 


The  Treasurer’s  Report  was  presented,  and  accepted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Evarts,  it  was 
Voted ,  That  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
Treasurer’s  Report  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  with  full  power. 


A  Resolution  offered  by  the  Treasurer,  in  regard  to  the 
re-investment  of  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  Trust 
Funds  which  is  now  due,  or  which  may  become  due,  was 
also  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  with  full  power. 

It  was  Voted ,  That  Mr.  Riggs  and  Mr.  Watson  be 
appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
General  Agent. 

Having  so  examined  them,  they  reported  by  Mr. 
Riggs,  as  follows  :  — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  vouchers  for 
disbursements  made  by  Dr.  Sears,  as  General  Agent,  have 
compared  the  receipts  in  his  possession  with  the  amounts  of 
disbursements,  and  find  receipts  for  all  sums  entered  in  the 
accounts  for  disbursements,  numbers  one  to  ten  inclusive. 

Mr.  Wetmore,  from  a  Committee  appointed  at  the 

last  Annual  Meeting,  reported  as  follows  :  — 

% 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  “  to  revise 
the  regulations  heretofore  adopted  in  relation  to  the  drawing, 
expending,  and  accounting  for  moneys  of  the  Education  Fund, 
and  to  report  any  change  in  the  same  that  may  be  necessary,” 
beg  leave  to  report :  That  they  have  no  change  to  propose 
therein.  They,  however,  recommend  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  the  appointment  of  one  of  their  number,  to  whom  the 
vouchers  shall  be  forwarded  by  Dr.  Sears  ;  and  that,  after  com¬ 
paring  them  with  the  recommendations,  he  should  certify  and 
enclose  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  with  as  little  delay  as  possi¬ 
ble,  for  entry. 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  commended  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  three  o’clock,  p.m. 
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The  Board  met  at  three  o’clock,  p.m.  At  half-past 
three,  the  elections  for  members  of  the  Board  were  pro¬ 
ceeded  with. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  of  Virginia,  was  unanimously 
elected  in  place  of  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  deceased. 

General  Richard  Taylor,  of  Louisiana,  was  unani¬ 
mously  elected  in  place  of  Hon.  E.  A.  Bradford,  resigned. 

The  Finance  Committee  having  reported  that  they  had 
taken  no  action  during  the  past  year  on  the  subject  of 
the  Mississippi  Bonds,  but  that  in  their  opinion  it  may 
be  important  that  some  definite  action  should  be  taken 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macalester,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  this  Board  have  a  deep  sense  that  the  time 
has  come  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  the  Bonds  issued  by  the  State  to  the  Planter’s  Bank,  which 
are  included  in  Mr.  Peabody’s  great  gift  to  the  cause  of  South¬ 
ern  Education  ;  and  that  the  Chairman,  Governor  Clifford,  and 
the  Secretary  be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed  to  frame  a  Memo¬ 
rial  to  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  and  to  present  the  same, 
either  by  one  of  their  own  number  or  otherwise. 

Resolved ,  That  the  subject  of  the  collection,  adjustment, 
and  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Bonds  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  with  power  to  make  such  terms  in  respect 
of  the  same  as  shall  seem  to  them  expedient. 

Voted ,  To  adjourn  until  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  THIRD  DAY. 


— ♦ — 

February  17,  1871. 

'  I  ''HE  Board  met  at  ten  o’clock,  a.m. 

A  On  motion  of  Governor  Clifford,  the  instructions 
of  the  Finance  Committee  to  the  Treasurer,  in  relation 
to  the  collection  of  all  interest  or  principal,  were  approved 
and  confirmed.  % 

In  the  absence  of  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Board  authorized  the  Chairman  to  approve 
the  appropriations  recommended  by  the  General  Agent 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Before  adjourning,  the  Chairman  was  instructed  to 
return  a  grateful  acknowledgment  to  George  W.  Childs, 
Esq.,  for  the  sumptuous  banquet  given  to  the  Board  on 
Wednesday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macalester,  the  Board  adjourned 

sine  die. 


GEORGE  PEABODY  RUSSELL, 

Secretary . 


